
1 

 

Dixie State University 

Department of Education 

ELED 4400 Syllabus 
Course Title:  Social Studies Methods Course Number: ELED 4400.01 

Meeting Days/Time: T 2:30-4:15 Credit Hours: 3 

CRN: 40391 Instructor:  Dr. Dee Murray 

Semester/Year:  Fall 2018 Instructor’s Phone Number:  435 652-7847 

Instructor’s Email: murray@dixie.edu Instructor’s Office Location and Office Hours: 

WEDU #138 M 1:00-4:00 W 10:00-12:00 

 

DSU Department of Education Program Standards: 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Department of Education is to create learning experiences for its 

candidates that foster collaboration, professionalism and competence in content and 

pedagogical knowledge. Through the integration of leadership, scholarship, reflection, and 

community partnerships, the Department prepares its candidates to be outstanding teachers 

within diverse and changing communities.    

DSU Program Standards/ Utah Effective Standards 
(The standards listed below incorporate national (CAEP), state standards (UETS) and Dixie State University core themes 

of learning, engagement and opportunity) 
The Learner and Learning –  

Standard 1: Learner Development – The teacher understands cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas of 

student development.  

Standard 2: Learning Differences – The teacher understands individual learner differences and cultural linguistic diversity 

Standard 3: Learning Environment – The teacher works with learners to create environments that support individual and 

collaborative learning, positive social interactions, active engagement in learning, and self-motivation 

Instructional Practice –  

Standard 4: Content Knowledge – The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the 

discipline. 

Standard 5: Assessment – The teacher uses multiple methods of assessment to engage learners in their own growth, monitor 

learner progress, guide planning and instruction, and determine whether the outcomes described in content standards have 

been met.  

Standard 6: Instructional Planning – The teacher plans instruction to support students in meeting rigorous learning goals by 

drawing upon knowledge of content areas, Utah Core Standards, instructional best practices, and the community context.  

Standard 7: Instructional Strategies – The teacher uses various instructional strategies to ensure that all learners develop a 

deep understanding of content areas and their connections and build skills to apply and extend knowledge in meaningful 

ways. 

  

Professional Responsibility – 

Standard 8: Reflection and Continuous Growth – The teacher is a reflective practitioner who uses evidence to continually 

evaluate and adapt practice to meet the needs of each learner. 

Standard 9: Leadership and Collaboration – The teacher is a leader who engages collaboratively with learners, families, 

colleagues, and community members to build a shared vision and supportive professional culture focused on student growth 

and success. 

Standard 10: Professional and Ethical Behavior – The teacher demonstrates the highest standard of legal, moral, and ethical 

conduct as specified in Utah State Board Rule R277-515 

 

DSU Institutional Learning Outcomes 

1. Skills: Develop foundational skills in information literacy, quantitative reasoning, critical and creative thinking, 

inquiry and analysis, teamwork and varied modes of communication. 

2. Knowledge: Acquire comprehensive knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world, through 

engagement with contemporary and enduring questions. 

3. Innovation: Synthesize and collaborate across general and discipline-specific studies for innovative solutions 

of complex and unscripted problems. 
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4. Responsibility: Acquire civic, community, and intercultural knowledge and develop social competence while 

engaging as a responsible, global citizen. 
5. GRIT: Promote a Growth Mindset, Relationship Building, Intentional Learning, and Tenacity. 

 

Course Description:  
Required for all Elementary Education students.  Methods and strategies for effective instruction in the social studies at the elementary 

level. This course examines the national standards (NCSS) as well as, state core curriculum needed to develop the knowledge, skills 

and attitudes related to teaching social studies in the elementary school. Lecture, seminar discussion, hands-on experiences and field 

experiences in local schools are the modes of instruction. Combined lecture/practicum. Prerequisite: Admission to the Dixie State 

University Elementary Education program.  

 

Course pre-requisites and/or co-requisites:  
Admission to the Dixie State University Elementary Education program. 

 

Required Textbook(s) and Materials:  
 *Required: Social Studies in Elementary Education, 15th Ed., 2017, by Walter C. Parker, (Pearson publishing). 

 *Required: The American Revolution: A History, 2003, by Gordon S. Wood, Modern Library Press. 

 *Various articles provided by instructor or posted on Canvas. 

 

Course Objectives and Outcomes:  

 

Course Objectives UETS 

Standard

s 

DSU 

ILOs 

Corresponding Assessments 

1. Discuss the origins and evolution of 

the social studies and identify the NCSS 

standards. 

4,6,7,8 1[D] 

2[D] 

4[D] 

 

Unit plan 

Lesson plan and reflection 

Article and response 

Text readings 

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the role 
standards play in teachers’ planning and 
students’ learning of social studies. 

1,2,3,4,5 

6,7,8 

1[D] 

2[D] 

4[D] 

 

Unit plan 

Lesson plan and reflection 

Article and response 

Text readings 

3. Demonstrate techniques of 
interdisciplinary unit planning and 
instruction in teaching social studies. 

1,2,3,4,5 

6,7, 

1[D] 

2[D] 

3[D] 

4[D] 

Unit plan 

Article and response 

4. Develop a pedagogical knowledge of 
how literary genres and technology can 
build students’ knowledge of social 
studies. 

1,2,3,4,5 

6,7 

1[D] 

2[D] 

3[D] 

4[D] 

5[D] 

Write and create a children’s book about the 

American Revolution. 

Technology Discovery assignment 

Use of geography tools 

5. Effectively use varied assessments to 
promote student achievement of social 
studies standards. 

4,5,6,7,8 1[D] 

2[D] 

3[D] 

4[D] 

5[D] 

Practicum lesson observation and reflection. 

Article and response 

Text readings 

6. Articulate a rationale for the place of 
controversial topics or themes in the 
social studies. 

1,2,3,4,5 

6,7 

1[D] 

2[D] 

3[D] 

4[D] 

5[D] 

Read and write about The American 

Revolution: A History. 

Article and response 

Class deliberations 

Text readings 
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7. Develop awareness of the role of 
social studies as a means for 
participation of youth as contributing 
members of a social and political 
democracy. 

1,2,3,4,8 

9,10 

1[D] 

2[D] 

3[D] 

4[D] 

5[D] 

Read and write about The American 

Revolution: A History. 

City Council meeting reflection 

Article and response/ Text readings 

Class deliberations 

 

Grading Scale: 

 

A    =  95-100 B   =  84-86 C   = 74-76 D  = 64-66 

A-  =   90-94 B-  = 80-83 C-  = 70-73 D- = 60-63 

B+  =   87-89 C+ = 77-79 D+ = 65-69 F  = Below 59 

 

Each semester, you must maintain a 3.0 GPA. All course grades must be C or a better grade. Ds are not 

accepted; you will need to retake the class if you have a D for a course.  

 

It is the responsibility of the student to verify that all grades have been correctly placed into CANVAS by the 

instructor. Monitor CANVAS weekly and notify the instructor immediately, if you are missing a grade or have 

received an incorrect grade. 

 

Save tests, quizzes, and other assignments to verify your claims. Grades will not be changed without proof of 

instructor oversight or error, and no grade can be changed once final grades have been entered. 

 

Important dates to remember for Fall 2018:  

Semester calendars available at https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester.  
   

Date & Time of Final Exam for this course:  Tuesday, December 11, 2:45-4:45 

 

Final Exam Schedule for Fall 2018:  https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#finals  

   

DSU Student Academic Conduct, Academic Integrity, Other Policies:  

 

Please visit https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester (click on Policies and Statements link) for 

information on DSU policies related to Academic Dishonesty/Academic Integrity, Disruptive Behavior, 

Absences related to college functions, Disability/Accessibility Resources, DMail, and Title IX. 

Non-student in the classroom and other designated study areas: (Policy 525: 4.4) In support of existing 

policy of the Dixie State University Handbook, it is expected that only bona fide students as defined and 

classified by the Dixie State University catalog, will attend classes, unless specific prior permission for guests 

has been obtained from the instructor.  

Title IX, Harassment and Nondiscrimination: For DSU’s Title IX, Harassment, and Nondiscrimination 

policies, please click here to see Policy 154. 

 

Disability Statement: If you suspect or are aware that you have a disability that may affect your success in the 

course you are strongly encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) located at the North Plaza 

Building. The disability will be evaluated and eligible students will receive assistance in obtaining reasonable 

accommodations. Phone # 435-652-7516. Website: https://drcenter.dixie.edu.    

https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester
https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#finals
https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester
https://dixiestate.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/pl/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B690f89d3-9053-4024-a286-33fdec51f69d%7D&action=view
https://dixiestate.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/pl/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B76cee2b5-905e-47d0-949c-e9b254a1e9df%7D&action=view
https://drcenter.dixie.edu/


4 

 

 

Important links: 

Disability Resource Center – https://drcenter.dixie.edu 

Health and Counseling Center – https://wellness.dixie.edu  

IT Help Desk – https://helpdesk.dixie.edu  

Library – http://library.dixie.edu  

Testing Center – http://testing.dixie.edu  

Tutoring Center – http://tutoring.dixie.edu  

Writing Center – https://writingcenter.dixie.edu  

Instructure Canvas: If anyone has forgotten their login information or your course is not displaying, please 

contact the Helpdesk and/or the help desk website https://helpdesk.dixie.edu.  The Helpdesk is located on the 

second floor of the Holland building, across from the east elevators. Online tutorials for CANVAS can be found 

at http://guides.instructure.com/.  

Non-student in the classroom and other designated study areas: In order to fulfill the assigned 

responsibilities of the instructors and the institution, college personnel are deemed to have the right and the 

authority to control the learning environment, to perform their duties, and to maintain the classroom for optimal 

learning.  In support of existing policy of DSU, it is expected that only bona fide students defined and classified 

by the DSU catalog (Policy 5.16), will attend classes, unless specific prior permission for guests has been 

obtained from the instructor. 

Infants, children, and adolescents are not allowed at DSU except in certain areas and under certain 

circumstances. College facilities and classrooms are not designed for children, and their presence may disrupt 

students and teachers.  In the event of an emergency where prior approval cannot be obtained 24 hours in 

advance, the student shall request permission to bring children to class prior to the beginning of class.  The 

decision of the instructor regarding non-students in the classroom is final. (DSU Policy 5-23.7- 23.7.8.) 

 

Course Policies:  

 
 Attendance and Participation:  The design of this course makes it necessary for students to fully participate 

in classroom discussions, panel presentations, guest presentations and cooperative structures.  Thus, 

attendance and participation are required for this course.  Appropriate documentation will be required for 

missing class. Roll is taken and points deducted for absences. (See Attendance Policy 23.5) 

 

 Assignments are due on specific dates.  Assignments should reflect high levels of thinking, analysis, and 

application.  Please use a word processor program for all assignments.  Some assignments are required to 

be uploaded onto Canvas by a noted date and time.  No late work will be accepted.  Quizzes cannot be 

made up. 

o Cell Phones always distract learning, so please turn them off before class begins. 

o Text messaging always distracts learning, so please do your texting before or after class. 

Laptops must be closed during class discussions 

Practicum Connection: Keep in mind that this is a Practicum course, and 20% of your final grade will be 

based upon your practicum grade. There are three scores entered by your practicum supervisor for your 

performance in practicum. They are formal lesson evaluation #1, formal lesson evaluation #2, and the practicum 

final evaluation, which looks at all aspects of your performance in your practicum assignment, including 

https://drcenter.dixie.edu/
https://wellness.dixie.edu/
https://helpdesk.dixie.edu/
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://testing.dixie.edu/
http://tutoring.dixie.edu/
https://writingcenter.dixie.edu/
https://helpdesk.dixie.edu/
http://guides.instructure.com/
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dispositions, with input from your mentor teacher.  The average of these scores will constitute your final 

practicum grade and will be weighted as twenty percent of your final overall grade in this course. Failure to pass 

practicum will result in failure to pass the class. 

 

Details on the Course Assignments 
1. Practicum Reflective Responses:  During the semester (check schedule for due date) you will be asked to write a 

response (Practicum Response #1) regarding a social studies lesson you observe during your practicum.  This is a 

lesson your mentor teacher teaches to the class or another teacher in the school teaches to their class.  Later 

during the semester you will be asked to write a response (Practicum Response #2) regarding a social studies 

lesson that you planned and taught. (Lesson plan must be included with Practicum Response #2).  The 

responses should answer the following questions as well as include your own personal observations and in-

depth reflections regarding the experience: 

 Which of the 10 thematic strands were included in the lesson observed?  

 Which Utah Social Studies Core Standard was the basis for the lesson? 

 What teaching strategies were implemented? 

 What assessments were used to check student understanding? (particularly important!) 

 What did the students learn?  (Ask five students individually) 

 Was there a match between student responses and the lesson objective? How do you know?  What 

evidence is present? 

 What integration of other subject areas was evident in this lesson? 

 Did students learn the lesson objective?  Why or why not?  How do you know? (particularly important) 

These writings should include your reflective response of the learning experience and follow the 

templates posted on Canvas.  Scoring will be considered on the basis of: 1) Were all of the questions 

addressed?  2)  Quality of personal observations shared, and 3) Depth of reflection of what you learned. 

(Template is posted on Canvas.) 

 
2. Reading Responses are required for five of the articles you read during the semester.  You will create an 

annotated bibliography consisting of an APA reference and a 250-300 word summary for each article. You must 

also include one probing question about the article to contribute to class discussion. Please bring a hard copy of 

your entry to class for the article on the due date. These due dates are marked by ** on the course schedule. 

 
3.  Attend Venues that Enhance Community Citizenship and Civic Engagement.  You will be required to attend a 

city council meeting, prepare a written reflective summary of the city council meeting attended and provide 

tangible proof of attendance (i.e. agenda; handouts; signature of lecture presenter, candidate(s), council 

member, etc.). Submit your written two-page document with attachments in hard copy in class by the due date 

listed in the course schedule.  The personal reflection part of this paper is particularly important. 

 

4. Unit Plan.  Plan and write a well-aligned unit plan for a social studies unit.  Details will be presented in class.  

 

5. Technology Discovery.  Assignment details posted on Canvas. 

 

6. Teach a social studies lesson plan.  Seven of the 21 lesson plans in the text will be taught to the class.  Groups of 

three students will prepare and teach one of the seven lessons.  Lesson numbers and dates are listed in course 

schedule section of this syllabus.  Rubric will be constructed in class. 
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7. Read to Increase Background Knowledge.  You will need to read the book: The American Revolution: A History 

by Gordon S. Wood, which will increase your personal knowledge of that time period in history.  Be ready to 
answer questions about this book and discuss what new knowledge you have acquired through your reading.  
 

8. Write and Create a Children’s Book describing the events leading up to the American Revolution.  Use the 

knowledge you gained from reading Gordon S. Wood’s book to write an original children’s book to teach elementary 

school students about the crucial events leading to the American Revolution.  Your book will satisfy an assignment in 

Dr. Child’s ELED 4600 course as well as for this course. Details will be presented in both courses. 

 

 

Course Assessment Information: 

Chapter Study Guides and Quizzes     10-20 pts. 

Practicum Reflective Response #1       30 pts.  

Practicum Reflective Response #2       50 pts. (Includes lesson plan) 

Annotated Bibliography Entries:        15 pts. Each 

Technology Discovery      30 pts. 

Social Studies Unit Plan:                      30 pts. 

Teach a SS Lesson Plan                        20 pts. 

City Council Report:                            30 pts. 

Children’s Book:                 100 pts. 

Final Exam:                   50 pts.  

Class Schedule:  

Date What you need to do before class and due dates for 

major assignments. 

In class topics, discussions, and activities 

Aug. 21 

 

Overview…..BIG Picture 

Course requirements discussion 

 

Have read: Looking for Social Studies…and Finding a 

Democratic Community in the Classroom (Dykstra Van 

Meeteren, 2013).  Obj. 1,7 

 

 

Discussion: Looking for Social Studies…and 

Finding a Democratic Community in the 

Classroom (Dykstra Van Meeteren, 2013).  

Obj. 1,7 

Discuss: Greed vs. the Common Good 

Geo. Slip #1 

Discuss Children’s Book Project  

 

Aug. 28 

 

Have read:  Chapter 8—Planning Units, Lessons, and 

Activities and Structuring the Curriculum Around Big 

Ideas (Alleman, et. al, 2010). 

*Bring to class a copy of Utah State Social Studies 

Core for your practicum grade level. Obj. 2,3 

 

 

Discuss articles 

Explore the Utah State SS Core 

Create unit plan outlines 

 

Geo. Slip#2 

Discuss Unit Plans 

 

**Sept. 4 

 

Have read:  Chapter 1—Social Studies Education: What 

and Why?  and Introducing Children to Democratic 

Government (Alleman & Brophy, 2006).  Obj. 7 

 

 

Teach lesson plan 14 

Discuss Chapter 1 and article 

Rubric construction for lesson plans and 

technology discovery.  Obj. 5 

Unit Plan Outline Questions?  Essential 

Questions/Guiding Questions  Obj. 2,3                  

                      

Discuss Practicum Reflective Response #1 

 

Sept. 11 

 

Have read: Chapter 2—Teaching Diverse Children and 9/11 Discussion 

Chapter 2 activity 
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Beyond the Bizarre: Rethinking Culture Learning for a 

Global Age (Merryfield, 2010).  Obj. 7 

 

Teach lesson plan 10 

Article:  Share probing questions 

                                                                                 

Due:  Unit Plan Outline Obj.1,2,3 

Civic Literacy Discussion 

 

Sept. 18 

 

Have read:  Chapter 3—Democratic Citizenship 

Education  Obj. 7 

 

Teach lesson plan 11 

 

Discuss chapter 3 and article: Swastikas on 

bathroom stalls… 

 

Deliberation activity  

Chapter Quiz                                                 

 

**Sept. 25 

 

Have read: Talk Isn’t Cheap: Practicing Deliberation 

in School (Parker, 2006). Obj. 6,7 

 

Teach lesson plan 12 

Article: Share probing questions 

 

More deliberation 

Civic Literacy Quiz 

 

Oct. 4, 

Thurs. 

      4:30 

City 

Council 

Meeting 

Have read:  Chapter 4—History, Geography, and the 

Social Sciences Obj. 1,2,4,7 

                                                                                 

                                                                                              

                                          

Meet in class and 4:30 for discussion, then go 

together to City Council meeting. 

 

 

Due: Unit Plan Obj. 1,2,3                       

**Oct. 9 Have read: Why More History Teachers Don’t Engage 

Students in Interpretation (Barton & Levstik, 2003). 

Obj. 5,6,7 

 

Teach lesson plan 3 

Chapter 4 discussion on Historical Thinking 

 

Columbus Discussion and activity 

                                                                           
Due: Prac. Reflective Response #1 Obj.1,4,5 

 

Oct. 16 

 

Review your study guide of “The American 

Revolution” book and be ready to discuss.  Bring your 

book. 

 

 

History of Political Parties and Electoral 

College Discussion Obj. 6,7 

American Revolution Discussion 

                                                                                 

Due:  City Council Reflection Obj. 7 

                                                                                                      

Oct. 23 

 

Have read: Chapter 5—Powerful Tools: Maps, Globes, 

Charts, and Graphics Obj.4,5 

 

 Teach lesson plan 4 

                                                                                                      

 

Article: Share probing questions 

Chapter Quiz 

Geography Activities & Strategies 

 

Oct. 01 Review Chapter 5 

 Prepare for Geography Presentations                                                                                                  

Geography Presentations 

Geography Activities & Strategies 

 Geography Quiz 

 

Nov. 5-9th 

No class 
Week long practicum teaching  

**Nov. 13 Have read: Expanding Local to Global through ESRI 

Story Maps (Gleeson & D’Souza, 2016). Obj. 4,5,7 

 

Teach lesson plan 8 

Discussion: Story Maps 

Technology Sharing 

World Regions Assigned 

 

Due: Technology Discovery  Obj. 2,4 

 

Nov. 20 Have read: Beyond Pilgrim Hats and Turkey Hands 

(Christie & Montgomery, 2010) 

Beyond Pilgrim Hats….discussion  Obj. 6                                                 

Discussion: History of Thanksgiving 
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Due: Children’s Book Obj. 2,4 

 

**Nov. 27 Have read:  Chapter 6—Current Events and Public 

Issues and 

Four Strategies for Teaching Open-Mindedness 

(Merryfield, 2012) Obj. 6,7 

 

                               

World Region Sharing   

Current Events Strategies 

Article: Share probing questions 

 

Chapter 6 Quiz (and articles) 

                                            

Dec. 4 

 

Have read: Can Controversial Topics be Taught to 

Young Children? (McBee, 1996). Obj. 4 

 

 

                                          

                                                        

 

World Region Sharing 

Discussion: Controversial Topics 

Media Accuracy 

 

  Due: Practicum Reflective Response #2 

and Lesson Plan     Obj. 1,2,5        

Review for Final                            

Final Exam 

Dec. 11 
Tuesday, Dec. 11 2:45-4:45 

   

 

 

 

Please bring a copy of the syllabus with you to each class.  This syllabus is subject to change according to the needs of the 

students. Canvas will be used for class messages, posted materials, and grading.  I prefer that you use my murray@dixie.edu 

for email contact or my office phone 652-7847.  Please visit me in my office and feel free to contact me. 

 

mailto:murray@dixie.edu

