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Dixie State University 
Department of Education 

Fall 2017 Syllabus 
 
Course: Methods, Strategies & Materials for Language Arts/ESL-40580 
Section: ELED 4410-01 – 3 credit hours 
Meeting Days, Time & Location: Thursdays from 2:30 to 4:10 p.m. – Meets in WEDU 136 
Instructor: Dr. Adriana Brandt 
Office Hours:        
 Tuesday: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.    Office Location: WEDU 104 
 Thursday: 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.   E-mail: abrandt@dixie.edu 
 Other days and times by appointment   Phone: 435-879-4327 
 
DSU Department of Education Program Standards 
 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Department of Education is to create learning 
experiences for its candidates that foster collaboration, professionalism and 
competence in content and pedagogical knowledge. Through the 
integration of leadership, scholarship, reflection, and community 
partnerships, the Department prepares its candidates to be outstanding 
teachers within diverse and changing communities.    

DSU Program Standards/ Utah Effective Standards 
(The standards listed below incorporate national (CAEP), state standards (UETS) and Dixie State 

University core themes of learning, engagement and opportunity) 
The Learner and Learning –  

Standard 1: Learner Development – The teacher understands cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and 
physical areas of student development.  
Standard 2: Learning Differences – The teacher understands individual learner differences and cultural 
linguistic diversity 
Standard 3: Learning Environment – The teacher works with learners to create environments that support 
individual and collaborative learning, positive social interactions, active engagement in learning, and self-
motivation 

Instructional Practice –  
Standard 4: Content Knowledge – The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and 
structures of the discipline. 
Standard 5: Assessment – The teacher uses multiple methods of assessment to engage learners in their 
own growth, monitor learner progress, guide planning and instruction, and determine whether the 
outcomes described in content standards have been met.  
Standard 6: Instructional Planning – The teacher plans instruction to support students in meeting rigorous 
learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, Utah Core Standards, instructional best 
practices, and the community context.  
Standard 7: Instructional Strategies – The teacher uses various instructional strategies to ensure that all 
learners develop a deep understanding of content areas and their connections and build skills to apply and 
extend knowledge in meaningful ways. 

Professional Responsibility –  
Standard 8: Reflection and Continuous Growth – The teacher is a reflective practitioner who uses evidence 
to continually evaluate and adapt practice to meet the needs of each learner.  
Standard 9: Leadership and Collaboration – The teacher is a leader who engages collaboratively with 
learners, families, colleagues, and community members to build a shared vision and supportive 
professional culture focused on student growth and success.  
Standard 10: Professional and Ethical Behavior – The teacher demonstrates the highest standard of legal, 
moral, and ethical conduct as specified in Utah State Board Rule R277-515 
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TESOL/CAEP Standards for P-12 Teacher Education 
(The national standards listed below address the professional expertise needed by ESL educators to 

work with language minority students (ELLs).) 
Domain 1: Language: Candidates know, understand, and use the major theories and research related to 
the structure and acquisition of language to help English language learners (ELLs) develop language and 
literacy and achieve in the content areas. 

Standard 1.a. Language as a System: Candidates demonstrate understanding of language as a system, 
including phonology, morphology, syntax, pragmatics and semantics, and support ELLs as they acquire 
English language and literacy in order to achieve in the content areas. 
Standard 1.b. Language Acquisition and Development: Candidates understand and apply theories and 
research in language acquisition and development to support their ELLs’ English language and literacy 
learning and content-area achievement. 

Domain 2. Culture: Candidates know, understand, and use major concepts, principles, theories, and 
research related to the nature and role of culture and cultural groups to construct supportive learning 
environments for ELLs. 

Standard 2. Culture as It Affects Student Learning: Candidates know, understand, and use major 
theories and research related to the nature and role of culture in their instruction. They demonstrate 
understanding of how cultural groups and individual cultural identities affect language learning and 
school achievement. 

Domain 3. Planning, Implementing, and Managing Instruction: Candidates know, understand, and use 
evidence-based practices and strategies related to planning, implementing, and managing standards-
based ESL and content instruction. Candidates are knowledgeable about program models and skilled in 
teaching strategies for developing and integrating language skills. They integrate technology as well as 
choose and adapt classroom resources appropriate for their ELLs. 

Standard 3.a. Planning for Standards-Based ESL and Content Instruction: Candidates know, 
understand, and apply concepts, research, and best practices to plan classroom instruction in a 
supportive learning environment for ELLs. They plan for multilevel classrooms with learners from 
diverse backgrounds using standards-based ESL and content curriculum. 
Standard 3.b. Implementing and Managing Standards-Based ESL and Content Instruction: Candidates 
know, manage, and implement a variety of standards-based teaching strategies and techniques for 
developing and integrating English listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Candidates support ELLs’ 
access to the core curriculum by teaching language through academic content. 
Standard 3.c. Using Resources and Technology Effectively in ESL and Content Instruction: Candidates 
are familiar with a wide range of standards-based materials, resources, and technologies, and choose, 
adapt, and use them in effective ESL and content teaching. 

Domain 4. Assessment: Candidates demonstrate understanding of issues and concepts of assessment and 
use standards-based procedures with ELLs. 

Standard 4.a. Issues of Assessment for English Language Learners: Candidates demonstrate 
understanding of various assessment issues as they affect ELLs, such as accountability, bias, special 
education testing, language proficiency, and accommodations in formal testing situations. 
Standard 4.b. Language Proficiency Assessment: Candidates know and can use a variety of standards-
based language proficiency instruments to show language growth and to inform their instruction. They 
demonstrate understanding of their uses for identification, placement, and reclassification of ELLs. 
Standard 4.c. Classroom-Based Assessment for ESL: Candidates know and can use a variety of 
performance-based assessment tools and techniques to inform instruction for in the classroom. 

Domain 5. Professionalism: Candidates keep current with new instructional techniques, research results, 
advances in the ESL field, and education policy issues and demonstrate knowledge of the history of ESL 
teaching. They use such information to reflect on and improve their instruction and assessment practices. 
Candidates work collaboratively with school staff and the community to improve the learning 
environment, provide support, and advocate for ELLs and their families. 

Standard 5.a. ESL Research and History: Candidates demonstrate knowledge of history, research, 
educational public policy, and current practice in the field of ESL teaching and apply this knowledge to 
inform teaching and learning. 
Standard 5.b. Professional Development, Partnerships, and Advocacy: Candidates take advantage of 
professional growth opportunities and demonstrate the ability to build partnerships with colleagues 
and students’ families, serve as community resources, and advocate for ELLs. 
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Course Philosophy 
We know the world first from within ourselves. We must work to recognize and, if necessary, 
disable the filters that influence how we know the world and construct our knowledge. Learning 
happens within a process of open-minded observation and active engagement with others, with 
texts, and with ideas. Thoughtful analysis and reflection of such engagement, in light of our own 
self-awareness, will help us to collaboratively construct new knowledge. 

 
Course Description 
Required for all Elementary Education students. This course partially fulfills the requirement 
for ESL Endorsement This course will focus on the instructional strategies and methodologies 
for ESL students in elementary schools. Course content will include teaching oral language, 
literacy skills, and content areas through the integration of culture and language. Teacher 
candidates will have an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge by developing a lesson 
plan that reflects the needs of ESL students through appropriate adaptation of techniques and 
strategies. Pedagogical knowledge will be gained through practicum experiences in local 
elementary schools. Combined lecture / practicum. Prerequisite: Admission to the Dixie State 
University Elementary Education program. FA, SP. 
 
Required Textbook(s) and Materials:  
No textbook is required for this course. All course readings are available via Canvas. 

 
Suggested Textbooks: 
The following titles may be of use to you as reference tools for course projects and assignments. 
These are available through the bookstore and on reserve in the DSU library. 

 Echevarria, J., Vogt, M., & Short, D. (2012). Making content comprehensible for English 
learners: The SIOP model (4th ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson Education. 

 Levine, L.N. & McCloskey, M.L. (2013). Teaching English language and content in 
mainstream classes (2nd ed.). Upper Saddle, NJ: Pearson. 

 Reiss, J. (2008). 102 content strategies for English language learners: Teaching for 
academic success in grades 3-12. Upper Saddle, NJ: Pearson. 

 Vogt, M. & Echevarria, J. (2008). 99 ideas and activities for teaching English language 
learners with the SIOP model. Boston, MA: Pearson Education. 

 
Course Objectives and Outcomes 
 

Student will (I can): 
Standard(s) 
Addressed 

Corresponding Course 
Assessment 

UETS: 
1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 

TESOL/CAEP: 
1a, 1b, 2, 3a, 3b, 
5b 

UETS: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
TESOL/CAEP: 
1b, 2, 3a, 3b, 5b 
UETS: 
3, 4, 5 

TESOL/CAEP: 3c 
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Increase knowledge of developing lesson 
plans based on the concept of Sheltered 
Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP) in 
content areas. 

UETS: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

 Content area lesson 
development 

 Pause-and-Reflect Papers 
 Homework + Application 

Activities 
 Final Exam 

TESOL/CAEP: 
1b, 3a, 3b 

 
Grading Scale 
The total points a student has earned are divided by the total points possible to obtain a 
percentage, which corresponds to a letter grade. The grade breakdown is listed below: 
 

A = 95-100% B- = 80-83% D+ = 65-69% 
A- = 90-94% C+ = 77-79% D = 64-66% 
B+ = 87-89% C = 74-76% D- = 60-63% 
B = 84-86% C- = 70-73% F = 59% or below 

 
Each semester, you must maintain an overall GPA of 3.0. All course grades must be C or better. 
 
It is the responsibility of the student to verify that all grades have been correctly entered into 
CANVAS by the instructor. Monitor CANVAS weekly and notify the instructor immediately if you 
are missing a grade or have received an incorrect grade. 
 
Save assignments to verify your claims. Grades will not be changed without proof of instructor 
oversight or error, and no grade can be changed once final grades have been entered. 

 
Important dates to remember for Fall 2017:  
Semester calendars available at https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester.  
   
Date & Time of Final Exam for this course:  
Thursday, December 14 from 2:45 to 4:45 p.m. – meets in WEDU 136 
 
DSU Student Academic Conduct and Academic Integrity Policies:  
Please visit https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester (click on Policies and Statements 
link) for information on DSU policies related to Academic Dishonesty/Academic Integrity, 
Disruptive Behavior, Absences related to college functions, Disability/Accessibility Resources, 
DMail, and Title IX. 

 
Important links: 
 Disability Resource Center – https://dixie.edu/drcenter   
 Health and Counseling Center – https://wellness.dixie.edu  
 IT Help Desk – https://dixie.edu/helpdesk  
 Library – http://library.dixie.edu  
 Testing Center – http://dixie.edu/testing  
 Tutoring Center – http://dixie.edu/tutoring   
 Writing Center – https://writingcenter.dixie.edu  

Instructure Canvas:  
If anyone has forgotten their login information or your course is not displaying, please contact 
the Helpdesk and/or the help desk website http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/.  The Helpdesk is 
located on the second floor of the Holland building, across from the east elevators. Online 
tutorials for CANVAS can be found at http://guides.instructure.com/.  
 

https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester
https://academics.dixie.edu/syllabus/#semester
https://dixie.edu/drcenter
https://wellness.dixie.edu/
https://dixie.edu/helpdesk
http://library.dixie.edu/
http://dixie.edu/testing
http://dixie.edu/tutoring
https://writingcenter.dixie.edu/
http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://guides.instructure.com/
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Non-student in the classroom and other designated study areas: In order to fulfill 
the assigned responsibilities of the instructors and the institution, college personnel are 
deemed to have the right and the authority to control the learning environment, to perform 
their duties, and to maintain the classroom for optimal learning.  In support of existing policy of 
DSU, it is expected that only bona fide students defined and classified by the DSU catalog (Policy 
5.16), will attend classes, unless specific prior permission for guests has been obtained from the 
instructor. 

Infants, children, and adolescents are not allowed at DSU except in certain areas and under 
certain circumstances. College facilities and classrooms are not designed for children, and their 
presence may disrupt students and teachers.  In the event of an emergency where prior 
approval cannot be obtained 24 hours in advance, the student shall request permission to bring 
children to class prior to the beginning of class.  The decision of the instructor regarding non-
students in the classroom is final. (DSU Policy 5-23.7- 23.7.8.) 
 
Course Policies 
 
1. Attendance is mandatory. This is not a lecture-based class. Full credit is only available to 

those students who attend each session, are present for the entire session, and meaningfully 
contribute to our community of learners. Consequently, your input and participation are 
valuable and essential to your learning outcomes and those of your classmates, and your 
active participation is expected. Acceptable excused absences require a doctor’s note. 
Please notify (via e-mail) or see the instructor regarding other absences. Students who miss 
sessions are expected to make up any missed in-class activities by producing written 
evidence that the learning activities were completed. Missing three class sessions will result 
in a mandatory conference with the professor, and possible failure of the course. 

 
2. Late Assignments and Absences Related to College Functions: Assignments are due on 

specific dates. I am happy to grade and record assignments that are turned in early or on 
time. However, late work is not accepted. If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, 
e-mail the assignment (as an attachment) to me before class begins or have a classmate 
submit it for you. Absences related to college functions will be excused if proper 
documentation is provided well in advance of absence. 

 
3. Due Dates: All assignments are due on the date indicated in the tentative schedule outlined 

in the course syllabus. Any changes to due dates will be announced by the instructor at least 
two weeks in advance. 

 
4. Computing devices in the classroom are only allowed if the student is utilizing for the sole 

purpose of learning for the specific class. If the instructor feels that a student is engaged in 
an unrelated activity (e.g. working on an assignment for another class, social media 
unrelated to course objectives, etc.), s/he will be asked to put the device away. 

 
5. Cell phones and text messaging: Cell phones must be on ‘vibrate’ during class sessions. If 

you do need to answer a call, please do so with respect and courtesy to your fellow students 
and the instructor. If you may be expecting a call due to a personal matter, please notify 
your instructor at the beginning of class. Text messaging is not allowed during class. 

 
6. Nature of coursework: In this course, you will be evaluated based on participation in a 

learning process, and the creation of individual and group projects that emerge from 
participation in learning activities and homework. A variety of learning activities, 
assignments, and assessments will be used to help you understand course concepts. These 
also will model planning, teaching, and assessment strategies that can be used with young 
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learners. As mentioned in Policy #1, full credit is only available to those students who 
attend each session, who meaningfully contribute to our community of learners, and who 
provide evidence of deep and thoughtful engagement in individual and group assignments. 

 
7. If you have questions, or wish to discuss your understanding of this class, be sure to make 

an appointment with the instructor. The instructor encourages students to visit the office 
during office hours or by appointment. 

 
Practicum: Keep in mind that this is a Practicum course, and 20% of your final grade will be 
based upon your practicum grade. There are three scores entered by your practicum supervisor 
for your performance in practicum: two formal DSU lesson evaluation based on lessons you 
design, and your practicum final evaluation. The practicum final evaluation will consider all 
aspects of your performance in your practicum assignment, including dispositions and input 
from your mentor teacher. Two additional scores will be drawn from your SIOP lesson 
evaluation forms for two lessons observed by your supervisor this semester. The sum of these 
five scores will constitute your final practicum grade, and will be weighted as twenty percent of 
your final overall grade in this course. Failure to pass practicum will result in failure to pass 
the class. 
 

Overview of Course Assignments 
 

Class attendance and participation 
(14 class sessions x 10 points each) 

140 

Pause-and-Reflect Papers/Discussion Preparation  
(13 assignments x 10 points each) 

130 

Projects Graded on a Rubric 
 ALIVE Focus Student Project (due 10/5 & 12/7) 
 Instructional Conversation + Reflection (due 10/19) 
 Teaching Invitation (due 11/30) 
 Final Exam: Content-Area Reflections (due 12/14) 

 
200 
25 
100 
125 

Total Assignment Points Available 720 
(80% of 
grade) 

Practicum Points Available 20 
(20% of 
grade) 

 

Pause-and-Reflect Papers: 10 points (due throughout semester via Canvas) 
For homework most weeks during the semester, you will prepare a minimum one-page 
reflection paper that records your personal connections to the assigned 
reading/viewing/listening selections, and/or your response to an assigned prompt. You will 
post this via Canvas by 12:30 p.m. on the respective due date. See Canvas for additional details. 
ALIVE Focus Student Project: 200 points (50 for midterm; 150 for final) 
(midterm submission due October 5; final project due December 7) 
In line with this course’s emphasis on impacting holistic learning for English learners using the 
ALIVE model, you will apply your understanding of these theoretical ideas and related practical 
strategies to one focus learner in your practicum classroom. In collaboration with your mentor 
teacher, you will identify and select a learner in your practicum classroom to profile. The 
priority areas for learners to profile are as follows, in rank order: 1) English language learner, 2) 
learner with low literacy skills, 3) learner that you and your mentor teacher feel is appropriate 
to profile due to reasons you deem important and pertinent to the assignment. Through 
interviews with the teacher and learner, observation of the teacher and learner, and working 
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directly with the learner, you will obtain data regarding what strategies are currently in place to 
support this learner, and what various assessment data reveals about this learner’s progress in 
various domains. You will use peer-reviewed articles and course resources to develop an 
informed plan that maps out research-based instructional strategies that are currently or could 
be supportive of this learner’s growth in each area of ALIVE, and you will explain how these 
strategies would be implemented in your lessons across the content areas. See Canvas for 
additional details and project rubric. The first portion of this project serves as your midterm 
exam. 
Instructional Conversation: 25 points (due October 19 in class) 
As an extension of exploring small group strategies to impact ELLs in their linguistic, academic, 
and social/affective growth, you will prepare and lead an instructional conversation to a group 
of your peers. This conversation should be designed for the same grade level as your practicum 
classroom, and should be led as though you’re leading a group of students at that age/grade 
level. You will be grouped with same-grade-level peers for your in-class demonstration. After 
you lead your conversation, your peers will provide you with written feedback on your 
conversation. You will use this feedback, as well as your own impressions, to write and submit a 
self-reflection on how this process went for you, and how this learning will impact your future 
practice. See Canvas for additional details and resources. 
Teaching Invitation: 100 points (due November 30 in class) 
You will design a teaching invitation to share insight with your peers in an interactive way. The 
topic of your invitation will be drawn from your ALIVE Focus Student Project; this assignment 
will provide you an opportunity to dig deeper into the literature, as well as develop your teacher 
leadership skills through your invitation design. Invitations will be presented in class, and 
should highlight major takeaways and practical insights for your peers. See full assignment 
description and sample invitations for additional information. 
Final Exam: Content-Area Reflections: 125 points (due December 14 at 2:45 p.m.) 
To prepare for your practicum observations, you will create three (3) lesson plans that 
incorporate the basic principles of SIOP. At the end of the semester, you will submit a reflection 
across these three lessons that highlights a) examples of your strengths and areas for growth 
related to the eight SIOP components; b) your impact on student learning in each lesson; c) the 
degree to which ALIVE principles were supported by your lesson implementation; and d) your 
next steps for growth in your teaching practice. This reflection will be submitted along with your 
lesson plans, and accompanying SIOP protocol and DSU UETS evaluation sheets. See full 
assignment description and rubric in Canvas for additional information. 
Practicum: Three SIOP Lessons: 20% of course grade 
(lessons + observation forms due at 2:45 p.m. on December 14) 
This is a practicum course. Twenty percent (20%) of your final grade in this course will be based 
on your practicum scores. There are three scores entered by your practicum supervisor for your 
performance in practicum: two formal DSU lesson evaluations based on lessons you design, and 
your practicum final evaluation. The practicum final evaluation will consider all aspects of your 
performance in your practicum assignment, including dispositions and input from your mentor 
teacher. Two additional scores will be drawn from your SIOP lesson evaluation forms for your 
math and science lessons observed by your supervisor this semester. The sum of these five 
scores (each score is out of 4 x 5 scores total) will constitute your final practicum grade, and will 
be weighted as twenty percent of your final overall grade in this course. Failure to pass 
practicum will result in failure to pass the class.  
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Tentative Schedule & Outline of Class Sessions (subject to change with instructor notice) 
 

August 24 
Success in School vs. 
Success in Learning:  
What is our goal? 

Objectives 
 I can compare/contrast the concepts of success in school and success in learning, and explain how this 

distinction impacts my practice with English learners. 
 I can describe, in basic terms, the major assignments for this course. 
 I can identify and briefly define the four remaining SIOP principles. 

Objectives 
 I can share my takeaways and brainstorm strategies related to culturally responsive teaching and 

learning. 
 I can explain what dimensions to consider in planning learning experiences for the whole child. 
 I can apply my understanding of the ALIVE model to a case study of an English learner, and generate next 

steps for responsive instructional practice. 
Homework due today 
READ: 
Gay, “Preparing for culturally responsive teaching” (in Canvas) 
Louie, “Reducing inequality for English learners: Research questions for the field” (in Canvas) 
Mujic, “Education reform and the failure to fix inequality in America” (in Canvas) 
Optional (for context): Semuels, “Good school, rich school; bad school, poor school” (in Canvas) 
DO: 
Pause-and-reflect paper in response to prompts (see Canvas for prompts; 10 pts.) 

Objectives 
 I can explain how context impacts the acquisition and use of social and academic vocabulary. 
 I can develop instructional strategies to address common content-area vocabulary pitfalls in my practice. 
 I can explain and demonstrate how to make my input comprehensible in my lessons and teaching. 
Homework due today 
READ + VIEW: 
 Levine & McCloskey, “Teaching vocabulary to English learners” 
 Carrier, “Effective strategies for teaching science vocabulary” 
 “Making Meaning in the Immersion Classroom” (all 5 parts for input): http://bit.ly/2a7BHLE  
DO: 
Pause-and-reflect paper over readings/videos (10 pts.) 

http://bit.ly/2a7BHLE
http://bit.ly/2a7BHLE
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September 14 
A+L: Developing 
meaningful learning 
through higher-order 
thinking 

Objectives 
 I can explain what types of feedback and questions are most effective for sparking classroom conversation 

and student thought. 
 I can develop follow-up questions that extend classroom conversations. 
 I can develop sample higher-order questions to push my students’ thinking in the content areas. 
Homework due today 
READ: 
 Peterson & Taylor, “Using higher order questioning to accelerate students’ growth in reading” 
 Hill & Flynn, “Asking the right questions” 
 McComas & Abraham, “Asking more effective questions” 
 optional (browse/skim): resources on HOT questions in math 
DO: 
Pause-and-reflect paper over readings (10 pts.) 
Objectives 
 I can identify and share effective learning strategies for students across the content areas, and describe 

how these will impact my lessons and instructional practice. 
 I can describe ways to balance the four language skills more effectively in my lessons, attending to 

learning process as well as learning product. 
Homework due today 
READ: 
 Robertson, “Improving writing skills: ELLs and the joy of writing” 
 assigned jigsaw article of content strategies 
DO: 
 Pause-and-reflect paper over Robertson reading (10 pts.) 
 Jigsaw summary/concept map to share in class on 9/21 (10 pts.) 

Objectives 
 I can identify at least one strategy for determining learners’ funds of knowledge in my classroom. 
 I can generate concrete practical strategies for building on learners’ funds of knowledge across content 

areas in my classroom. 
 I can analyze and discuss the appropriateness of various small group discussion strategies and protocols 

for English learners. 
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Homework due today 
READ: 
 Moll et al., “Funds of knowledge for teaching: Using a qualitative approach to connect homes and 

classrooms” 
 Gonzalez, “The big list of class discussion strategies” 
 optional: Funds of knowledge: A look at Luis Moll’s research into hidden family resources 
DO: 
 Pause-and-reflect paper over Moll et al. article (10 pts.) 
 Bring analysis of Gonzalez strategies for in-class sharing (10 pts.; see Canvas for prompt) 

Objectives 
 I can list principles of effective grouping structures to support English learners, and apply these to sample 

content area concepts I may teach. 
 I can describe the role of instructional conversation in my teaching, and key features of implementation. 
Homework due today 
READ: 
 Lee, “Instructional conversation: What it is, how it’s measured, and elements that make it work” 
 Instructional Conversation strategy handout 
DO: 
 Pause-and-reflect paper over readings (10 pts.) 
 Submit midterm submission of ALIVE Focus Student Project (50 pts.) 

October 12: Fall Break – No Classes 

Objectives 
 I can lead a group of my peers in an instructional conversation that I’ve designed. 
 I can provide constructive feedback to my peers on the instructional conversations they’ve prepared. 
 I can use my peers’ feedback and my own self-reflection to identity my strengths and areas for future 

growth in implementation of instructional conversations in my teaching. 

Homework due today 
DO: 
 Submit Instructional Conversation planning form via Canvas 
 Bring Instructional Conversation materials to class 
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October 26 
L: Biliteracy profiles of 
ELLs 

Objectives 
 I can investigate biliteracy profiles of a range of English language learners, and identify biliteracy 

strengths and considerations for each profile. 
 I can apply my understanding of biliteracy profiles to case studies of English learners, and determine 

appropriate plans for teacher action. 
Homework due today 
READ: 
 August & Shanahan, “Developing literacy in second-language learners: Report of the National Literacy 

Panel on language-minority children and youth” 
 Teemant, “When ESL students cannot read grade level texts” 
DO: 
 Pause-and-reflect paper over readings (10 pts.) 
 Submit Instructional Conversation self-reflection (25 pts.) 
Objectives 
 I can identify instructional strategies that affirm learners’ cultural knowledge and identities, and can apply 

these to sample classroom scenarios and tasks. 
 I can identify strategies to effectively collaborate with parents of English learners, and describe how to 

implement these in my own practice. 
Homework due today 
READ: 
 Kugler, “Is anyone listening to families’ dreams?” 
 Ginsberg, “Making diverse classrooms safer for learning” 
 Cummins et al., “ELL students speak for themselves: Identity texts and literacy engagement in multilingual 

classrooms” 
DO: 
 Pause-and-reflect paper over readings (10 pts.) 
 Bring takeaways to share in class (10 pts.; see prompt in Canvas) 
Objectives 
 I can analyze the role of first (L1) and second (L2) languages in second language acquisition, and 

determine when and for what purposes each is most appropriate in teaching and learning. 
 I can analyze the benefits and challenges of Dual Language Immersion (DLI) implementation in Utah 

schools, and describe the unique role of the English partner teacher in this program model. 
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Homework due today 
READ + LISTEN: 
 Cummins, “Rethinking monolingual instructional strategies in multilingual classrooms” 
 Kluger, “The power of the bilingual brain” 
 NPR All Things Considered podcast, “A kindergartener’s year in Mandarin immersion” 
DO: 
 Pause-and-reflect paper over readings (10 pts.) 
 Bring takeaways to share in class (10 pts.; see prompt in Canvas) 

Objectives 
 I can apply my understanding of effective strategies for the whole English learner to the development of 

my ALIVE Focus Student Project and Teaching Invitation. 

Homework due today 
Bring materials for ALIVE Focus Student Project and Teaching Invitation 

November 23: Thanksgiving Break – No Classes 
Objectives 
 I can share my knowledge of effective strategies that benefit the English learner I’ve profiled with my 

peers through a teaching invitation. 
 I can develop a broader repertoire of whole learner instructional strategies through engaging with my 

peers’ teaching invitations.  
Homework due today 
Bring all materials for your Teaching Invitation (100 pts.) 
Objectives 
 I can share my major findings from my ALIVE Focus Student Project with a small group of my peers, and 

brainstorm next steps in my growth as a teacher. 
 I can apply my understanding of the eight SIOP components and ALIVE elements to identify strengths and 

areas for growth in a classroom lesson scenario. 
Homework due today 
ALIVE Focus Learner Project due today (150 pts.) 

December 14 
Final Exam 
2:45 to 4:45 p.m. 
WEDU 136 

 


