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DIXIE STATE COLLEGE OF UTAH 

ELED 4430  

Family and Parent Involvement in Education/ESL 

Undergraduate Research Emphasis 

Fall 2012 

Syllabus 

 
Credit:  2.0 Semester Hours 

Time:  Tuesdays:  2:30 – 4:10 PM 

Location:  Education and Family Studies Building (EFS), Room 124 

 

Instructor:  Dr. John Goldhardt 

E-mail:  goldhardt@dixie.edu 

Office:  EFS, Room 138 

Phone:  652-7849 (DSC); 634-9364 (home) 

Office Hours:  Mondays:  10:30 AM – 12:00 PM; Wednesdays:  10:30 AM – 12:00 PM;  

Thursdays:  10:00 AM – 12:00 PM; Fridays:  9:00 – 11:00 AM 

 

DSC Education Department Program Standards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Standards:  D.E.S.E.R.T. (DM) http://new.dixie.edu/education/program_philosophy.php 

INTASC Standards:  http://www.ccsso.org/intascst.html 
Teacher Accreditation Education Council (TEAC)  http://www.teac.org/accreditation/goals/index.asp\ 

 

Course Description   

This course partially fulfills the requirement for the ESL endorsement.  This course provides teacher candidates 

with information regarding the role of parents in the public schools and ways to involve parents more fully in 

their children’s learning.  Particular emphasis is placed on the challenges and needs of ESL children.  Resources 

to support all parents will be explored. 

 

 

 

 

D-Diversity (DM1):  Teacher candidates understand that diversity differences (i.e., race, gender, 

ethnicity, culture, exceptionalities, individual differences, etc.) affect learning and, know how to 

provide educational opportunities that meet the needs of all students (TEAC Q.1.2, Q. 1.3; 

INTASC 2, 3, 4, 9). 

E-Effective Pedagogy (DM2):  Teacher candidates can create effective instruction and 

meaningful assessments for all students based on required subject matter knowledge, state content 

standards, curriculum goals, and use of technology (TEAC Q.1.2; INTASC 4, 6, 7). 

S-Subject Matter (DM3):  Teacher candidates have a strong knowledge of the subject matter 

they will teach and can facilitate the acquisition of that knowledge in their students (TEAC Q.1.1; 

INTASC 1). 

E-Environment (DM4):  Teacher candidates can create physically and emotionally safe 

classroom environments that encourage active learning, self-motivation, and cooperative 

interaction among students (TEAC Q. 1.2, 1.3; INTASC 5).  

R-Reflective (DM5):  Teacher candidates will be active learners and reflective practitioners, 

individually and with their colleagues (TEAC Q.1.3; INTASC 9, 10). 

T-Teaching Dispositions (DM6):  Teacher candidates will foster a caring and professional 

relationship with students that focus on acceptance and their educational needs. (TEAC Q.1.2, 1.3; 

INTASC 2-8).  
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Course Objectives 

 Students will become familiar with the National Standards for Parent and Family Involvement developed by the 

national PTA. 

 Students will gain insights into the culture of family life including cultural and linguistic variables. 

 Students will develop an abstract for an undergraduate research poster session.  Students will also complete a 

literature review/theory and present a poster session to class members. 

 Students will know how to develop an inviting classroom environment where ALL students and parents are 

treated as able, capable, and willing to learn and grow. 

Enduring Understanding and Essential Questions 

Enduring Understanding 

Interacting with families is a means toward the end of improving students’ learning and school achievement. 

 

Essential Questions: 

 How has public policy and laws such as NCLB affected the school-family relationship? 

 Why have the changing demographics of students and parents required a change in the way teachers interact 

with parents? 

 How does learning about families’ beliefs, values, and interactions contribute to children’s success in school? 

 What are the major differences between the traditional approach and collaborative approach in working with 

families? 

 How have the PTA’s National Standards for Parent and Family Involvement affected the school-family 

relationship? 

 Does learning for ALL really mean ALL? 

 

Prerequisites 

Admission to the DSC Elementary Education program, and be in good standing. 

 

Required Textbook 

Amatea, E.S.  (2009).  Building culturally responsive family-school relationships.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: 

 Pearson.  Available at DSC Bookstore. 

 

Course Assignments & Assessments 

 

Assignments/Assessments: 

 

Case Study Reflections:  35 points each 

 

Chapter Microthemes:  20 points each 

 

Abstract:  100 points 

 

Literature Review/Theory:  200 points 

 

Poster:  100 points 

 

Poster Presentation:  100 points 
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Details on the Course Assignments/Assessments: 

 

Case Study Reflections 

You will view several cases in media format, and you are to reflect upon a question provided by the instructor.  

The reflection should be typed, double-spaced, and no more than two pages.  The reflection will be assessed 

using the Six Traits of Writing Rubric. 

 

Textbook Microthemes 
The MICROTHEME is a brief essay limited to one side of a 5" x 8" index card (must be typed). 

 

A successful microtheme includes the following: 

 your name and chapter number is on the upper right hand side of the microtheme 

 a very brief introduction and sets up its organizational plan 

 demonstrates a strong understanding of the assigned question to support the argument 

 avoids wordiness, is limited to one side (single-spaced and font size no smaller than 10 point) of a 5x8 index 

card, and is free of grammatical and other surface mistakes (i.e., spelling errors) 

 the intended audience is professional educators 

Grading Criteria: 

20- 18 points:  Microthemes in the category will show a confident understanding of the question presented and will clearly 

justify the argument.  A 20 theme will be clearly written throughout, will contain almost no errors in spelling, punctuation, 

or grammar, and will have enough development to provide a truly helpful explanation to others.  A 19-18 theme will still 

be successful in supporting the argument to the intended audience but may have more errors or somewhat less 

development than a 20.  The key to microthemes in the 20-point category is that they must show a correct understanding 

and justification of the question and explain the concept clearly to a new learner.  

17-16 points:  Microthemes in this category will reveal to the instructor that the writer probably understands the concepts 

and has some justification, but lack of clarity in the writing or lack of fully developed explanations means that the 

microtheme would not teach the concept to new learners.  Microthemes in the 16 category are usually "you know what I 

mean" essays:  Someone who already understands the concepts can tell that the writer probably does too; but someone 

who does not already understand the concepts would not learn anything from the explanation.  This category is also 

appropriate for clearly written essays that have minor misunderstandings of concepts or for accurate essays full of 

sentence level errors. 

15-14 points:  These microthemes will be unsuccessful either because the writer fails to understand the concept, because 

the number of errors is so high that the instructor cannot determine how much the writer understands, or because the 

explanations lack even minimum development.  A score of 14 indicates that the writer misunderstands the concepts, even 

if the essay is otherwise well written.  A14 to essay is so poorly written that the reader can't understand it. 

 

0 points:  Any microtheme scoring below the 14 level will receive a zero (0) score, and the student is required to re-write 

the microtheme for possible credit. 

 

Choose ONE of the following for each microtheme: 

 Based upon what you have read, what mattered the most to you, and why? 

 How can you apply what you have read to your future classroom? 
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Literature Review/Original Theory 

This assignment will require you to do the following (Rubric is on last page of syllabus): 

 Choose a topic that focuses on parent and family involvement in education (see sample list below).  Note:  you 

must have your topic approved by the instructor. 

 Write a literature review summarizing the research and writing in the field.  Your references need to be from 

scholarly, peer-reviewed journals and books (you may use your textbook as one of the sources). 

 Following the literature review, you are to do one of the following: 

o Based upon the research, what is your original idea/theory? 

o Based upon the research, what are the applications of this research for teachers? 

 The writing/format must follow APA formatting. 

Possible Literature Review Topics for Consideration 

Family structures 

Parenting 

Systems Theory 

Attribution Theory 

Invitational Education 

PTA 

PTA National Standards for Parent Involvement 

Policies that support or inhibit parent and family involvement in schools 

Overcoming barriers for ESL parents, poverty parents, single parents, or grandparents who are guardians 

involvement with learning and school. 

Impact of mental illness in parent and family involvement in school 

Homework 

 

Abstract 

You are to write an abstract for a poster session proposal for the Undergraduate Research Conference.  You are 

limited to 150-250 words.  The abstract will adhere to the following format: 

 Title of paper in capital letters 

 First name, middle initial and last name of author and co-authors 

 Faculty sponsor name in parentheses 

 Department, institution name 

Abstracts must include the nature and significance of the topic, the investigative strategy, the nature of the 

results and the conclusions.  The abstract should summarize the substantive results of the work and not merely 

list topics to be discussed.  The following may also be helpful: 

 MOTIVATION:  Why do we care about this issue? 

 PROBLEM STATEMENT:  What is the main argument of your paper? 

 METHODOLOGY:  Describe your interpretive angle or the types of evidence in your research.  Mention key 

concepts, key terms, names, and make clear which aspects you will focus on. 

 RESULTS:  What will you conclude?  What is the point of your paper?  So what? 

 IMPLICATIONS:  What are the implications of your answer?  How does this work add to the body of knowledge 

on this topic? 

A scoring guide will be provided. 

 

Poster 

Posters must be prepared so that they can be read from at least four feet away.  Websites to aid in poster 

production: 
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http://www.ncsu.edu/ptoject/posters 

http://www.lcsc.edu/ss150/poster.htm 

 

Poster Presentation (Final Exam) 

You will provide a brief presentation to your peers about your project and the poster.  This presentation should 

be between 2-5 minutes and needs to cut to the chase, in that you must focus on the essential elements of your 

project.  A scoring guide will be provided. 

 

 

Grading Scale 

This course is graded using the criterion-referenced (standards-based) approach.  To get the grade percentage, 

take the total points possible and divide by the total points earned.  The grade breakdown is as follows: 

100 – 95: A 

  94 – 90: A- 

  89 – 87: B+ 

  86 – 83: B 

  82 – 80: B- 

  79 – 77: C+ 

  76 – 73: C 

  72 – 70: C- 

  69 -   0: F 

 

Semester Calendar:   http://www.dixie.edu/reg/fall2012.html 

 

 

Important Dates to Remember 

Dates DSC Event 

August 20
th

  Class begins 

August 23
rd

  Last day to waitlist 

August 24
th

  Last day to add without instructor’s permission/signature 

August 27
th

  Drop fee begins ($10.00 per class) 

September 6
th

  $50.00 late registration/payment fee 

September 10
th

  Last day to drop with refund 

Last day to drop without a “W” grade 

Pell Grant Census 

September 11
th

  Courses dropped for non-payment 

September 14
th

  Last day to add classes 

October 1
st
  Graduation application deadline for Fall 2012 graduation 

October 11
th

-12
th

  Fall Break 

October 15
th

  Last day to drop classes 

November 1
st
  Graduation application deadline for Spring 2013 baccalaureate 

degrees 

November 9
th

  Last day for complete withdrawal 

November 21
st
  – 

23
rd

  

Thanksgiving Break 

December 7
th

  Last day of classes 

December 10
th

 – 

14
th

  

Final Exams 

 

 

http://www.ncsu.edu/ptoject/posters
http://www.lcsc.edu/ss150/poster.htm
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Date & Time of Final Exam 

December 11
th

 from 12:30 – 2:30 PM 

 

DSC D-Mail 

Important class and college information will be sent to your D-mail account.  This information includes your 

DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates 

and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC.  All DSC students are 

automatically assigned an e-mail account.  If you don’t know your user name and password, go to 

http://dmail.dixie.edu for complete instructions.  You will be responsible for information sent to your D-mail, so 

please check it often. 

 

Disability Accommodations 

If you are a student with a medical, psychological or a learning difference and requesting reasonable academic 

accommodations due to this disability, you must provide an official request of accommodation to your 

Professor(s) from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  

Students are to contact the Center on the main campus to follow through with, and receive assistance in the 

documentation process to determine the appropriate accommodations related to their disability.  You may call 

(435) 652-7516 for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) of 1990 per Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

  
 

 
Tutoring Writing Center Testing Center Computer Center Library 

Tutoring services are 

provided for all 

registered DSC students 

and is available for all 

subjects.  

http://dsc.dixie.edu/tuto

ring/index.htm 

 

The writing center is 

in the North Plaza.  

The online writing 

center can be 

accessed at 

http://dsc.dixie.edu/o

wl/ 

 

The hours are posted 

online at 
http://new.dixie.edu/testin

g/index.php 

Location:  North 

Plaza 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Smith 

Computer Center is 

available for 

students who need 

technology services 

to complete 

homework 

assignments and 

research for any 

course on campus.  

Check the facility 

for time schedule. 

Location:  Avenna 

Center 

Online help for the 

Library can be accessed 

at 

http://new.dixie.edu/libr

ary/index.php 

 

 

 

Academic Honesty – As stated in the DSC Student Handbook; “Academic dishonesty in any form will not be 

tolerated at Dixie State College (Academic Discipline Policy, 3.34)” including cheating, and plagiarism.  These 

acts of academic dishonesty are strictly prohibited. 

 

 

 

Policy on Turning in Assignments/Assessments 

Only hard copies of assignments will be graded.  Please turn assignments in to the folder provided.  Please pick 

up graded assignments and periodic grade reports from your folder.  All assignments are due during class time 

(see policy on late assignments below).  I do not grade electronic copies of assignments. 

 

http://dmail.dixie.edu/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/index.htm
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/testing/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
http://new.dixie.edu/library/index.php
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Policy on Late Assignments, Make-up Work, and Exams 

Late Assignments:  Assignments are due on specific dates (please see course calendar) AND ARE TO BE 

TURNED IN DURING CLASS TIME.  Assignments turned in after class time will be considered late.  

Technology (e.g., printer out of ink, computer broken, etc.) is not an acceptable excuse.  The following policy 

will be enforced in regards to assignments turned in late: 

 1 day late = 25% deduction 

 2 days late = 50% deduction 

 3 days late or later = assignment is not accepted for credit 

Make-up Work:  Students that miss class for legitimate reasons may make up missed assignments.  The 

following are considered legitimate reasons for missing class:  DSC sponsored event (must provide written 

documentation), illness (must provide written documentation from a valid physician), and death of an 

immediate family member (must provide written documentation).  If the professor deems the absence was 

excused, the student has until the beginning of the next class to turn in the assignment without penalty. 

Exams:  Exams are scheduled on specific dates (please see course calendar) and must be taken on the scheduled 

date.   

General Policies 

 Re-Do’s:  My goal is for each of you to learn as much as possible and to achieve proficiency of the 

course content.  Therefore, I allow re-do’s of all assignments (does not apply to tests or presentations).  

Re-do’s must be completed within three days after the graded assignment is returned. 

 Cell phones always disrupt learning, so please turn them off before class begins. 

 Classroom Community:  I believe in the intentional design of classrooms that are inviting and 

democratic – a Community of Caring.  I ask that you help build our classroom community by focusing 

and living the following values in our time together:  caring, respect, responsibility, and trust. 

 Technology Etiquette:  Feel free to use laptops, iPads, iPhones, etc. to take notes during class time or to 

find information and/or research for class.  Technology should distract yourself or those around you 

from learning.  Please play your games, check e-mail, Facebook, text messages, etc. on your personal 

time and not during class time. 

 Learning Etiquette:  Please listen to your peers and professor during class time.  It is rude and 

disrespectful to carry on a conversation while your peers or the professor are speaking and/or presenting. 

 

Disruptive Behavior- DSC disruptive behavior policy states, “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to 

aggressively manage the classroom environment to ensure an effective learning climate.  Toward this end, 

teachers may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities.  If a student’s behavior 

continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and remove disruptive students from their courses.” 
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Tentative Schedule 

 This is subject to change.  However, you will always be given prior notice. 

 Please read the textbook assignments before class. 

August 21
st
  Overview of the course; Why should we involve family? 

National Standards for Parent and Family Involvement 

 

August 28
th

  Text:  Chapter 1 (Connecting with Families:  A Nice or Necessary Practice?) 

 Case Study:  “Looking for Superman” 

 Due:  Chapter 1 Microtheme 

Sept. 4
th

  “Looking for Superman” continued 

 Debriefing – Discussion 

 Assigned:  Case Study Reflection 

Sept. 11
th

  Text:  Chapter 2 (From Separation to Collaboration:  The Changing Paradigms of Family-School Relations) 

 Writing Abstracts / Conducting Research 

 Due:  Chapter 2 Microtheme; Superman Case Study Reflection 

 

Sept. 18
th

  Research Time….use this time to work in the library on your literature review research project  

 

Sept. 25
th

  Text:  Chapter 3 (Building Culturally Responsive Family-School Partnerships:  Essential Beliefs, Strategies, and 

Skills) 

 Case Study:  Kim Heiki, Principal, Dixie Sun Elementary 

 Due:  Chapter 3 Microtheme 

 Assigned:  Case Study Reflection 

 

October 2
nd

  Text:  Chapter 4 (From Family Deficit to Family Strength:  Examining How Families Influence Children’s 

Development and School Success) 

 Systems Theory; Family Organizational Patterns 

 Due:  Chapter 4 Microtheme; Case Study Reflection 

October 

9
th

/16
th

   

Text:  Chapter 5 (Understanding Stress and Change) 

 Case Study:  “The Race to Nowhere” 

 Due: Chapter 5 Microtheme (Oct. 9
th

) 

 Debriefing – Debate:  Do we assign too much homework?  Does it hurt families? 

 Assigned:  Case Study Reflection 

October 23
rd

   Text:  Chapters 6&7 (Equal Access, Unequal Resources:  Appreciating Culture, Social, and Economic Diversity in 

Families; Understanding How Communities Impact Children’s Learning) 

 Due:  Microtheme for Chapters 6/7; Case Study Reflection 

 DUE:  ABSTRACT 

October 30
th

  Text:  Chapter 8 (Getting Acquainted with Student’s Families) 

 Due:  Chapter 8 Microtheme 

 Review Abstracts; Submitting for Undergraduate Research Conference 

Nov. 6
th

  Text:  Chapter 9 (Using Families’ Ways of Knowing to Enhance Teaching and Support Learning) 

 Case Study:  “Starting Small” 

 Due:  Chapter 9 Microtheme 

 Assigned:  Case Study Reflection 
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Nov. 13
th

   Research in Library 

 Show drafts to Dr. G 

Nov. 20
th

   Research in Library 

 Show drafts to Dr. G 

Nov. 27
th

  Text:  Chapter 13 (Creating a Support Network for Families in Crisis) & Chapter 14 (Seeing the Big Picture:  

Creating a School Climate that Strengthens Family-School Connections) 

 Due:  Chapters 13/14 Microthemes 

 Posters/Lit Review 

 

December 4
th

  Wrapping it up;  Putting it together 

LITERATURE REVIEW/THEORY Due 

 

Dec. 11
th

  POSTER PRESENTATION - FINAL EXAM – 12:30 – 2:30 PM 
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ELED 4430/Parent & Family Involvement 

RUBRIC FOR RESEARCH/ORIGINAL IDEA PROJECT 
 Basic Proficient Exemplary Points 

Earned 

Standard 1:  

Literature Review 

Fewer than five 

references; 

Literature is not 

from scholarly 

sources; The 

review is choppy 

and the writing is 

poor; The review 

is simply a “list” 

of research. 

(0 – 70 points) 

There are at least 

five references; 

Literature is 

mostly from 

scholarly 

sources; The 

review is clear 

and the writing 

style is good.  

The review flows 

well and 

connects 

together. 

(71 – 89 points) 

There are more 

than five 

references and all 

are from 

scholarly 

sources; The 

writing is clean, 

clear, and 

concise; The 

review flows 

well, and the 

reader sees the 

connection of the 

research. 

(90 – 100 points) 

 

Standard 2:  APA 

Format 

Less than half of 

the project 

adheres to APA 

format 

(0 – 20 points) 

Most of the 

project adheres 

to APA format. 

(21 - 44 points) 

APA format is 

used correctly 

and consistently 

for the entire 

project. 

(45 – 50 points) 

 

Standard 3:  

Original 

Idea/Application 

of Research 

There is little or 

no connection of 

the 

idea/application 

to the research; 

The 

idea/application 

is vague and not 

well thought out.; 

Writing style is 

poor. 

(0 – 20 points) 

There is a 

connection of the 

idea/application 

to the research; 

The 

idea/application 

is clear; Writing 

style is effective. 

(21 – 44 points) 

There is a clear 

and concise 

connection of the 

idea/application 

to the research; 

The 

idea/application 

is clear, 

meaningful, and 

applicable to 

classroom 

practice; Writing 

is clear, crisp, 

and concise. 

(45-50 points) 

 

 

 


