
Dixie State College of Utah 
Education Department  

ElEd 3150 Syllabus, Fall 2011 
 

Course: Principles of Early Childhood Education    ElEd 3150/2 hours  
Meeting Days and Time: Tues/ 9:30 – 11:10/ Room 119  Fall Semester, 2011 
Instructor: Dr. Buckner      Email Address: buckner@dixie.edu 
Office Location: 127 EdFam     Office Phone: 435-879-4252 
Office Hours:  
 
DSC Education Department Program Standards 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Program Standards:  D.E.S.E.R.T. (DM) http://new.dixie.edu/education/program_philosophy.php 
INTASC Standards: http://www.ccsso.org/intascst.html 
Teacher Accreditation Education Council (TEAC)  

 http://www.teac.org/accreditation/goals/index.asp\ 
      NAEYC STANDARDS: http://www.naeyc.org/faculty/college.asp 
 
Prerequisites: Acceptance into the DSC Elementary Education Program 
 
Required Textbook: Who Am I in the Lives of Children? An Introduction to Early Childhood Education 8th 
 Edition. Stephanie Feeney.  Pearson, 2009 
 
 
Course Description:  
 This course is designed for teacher candidates in the Elementary Education Program. It focuses on historical and 
philosophical foundations and current issues in early childhood education. Effective teaching techniques and approaches 
to early childhood curricula emphasizing developmentally appropriate practices, constructivism, and integrated, child-
centered curriculum will be explored.  
 
 The purpose of the early childhood course sequence is to support the growth of competent, nurturing, and self-
directed teachers of young children. Students will learn: some history and field of early childhood education and care; to 
observe and assess children; to relate to children and adults (teachers and family members) in early childhood settings; to 
organize learning environments for young children; and to plan learning experiences that contribute to children’s 
development, especially in the areas of language and literacy. 
 

D-Diversity (DM1):  Teacher candidates understand that diversity differences (i.e., race, gender, 
ethnicity, culture, exceptionalities, individual differences, etc.) affect learning and, know how to 
provide educational opportunities that meet the needs of all students (TEAC Q.1.2, Q. 1.3; 
INTASC 2, 3, 4, 9: NAEYC 2). 
E-Effective Pedagogy (DM2):  Teacher candidates can create effective instruction and 
meaningful assessments for all students based on required subject matter knowledge, state content 
standards, curriculum goals, and use of technology (TEAC Q.1.2; INTASC 4, 6, 7: NAEYC 3, 4). 
S-Subject Matter (DM3):  Teacher candidates have a strong knowledge of the subject matter 
they will teach and can facilitate the acquisition of that knowledge in their students (TEAC Q.1.1; 
INTASC 1; NAEYC 3, 4). 
E-Environment (DM4):  Teacher candidates can create physically and emotionally safe 
classroom environments that encourage active learning, self-motivation, and cooperative 
interaction among students (TEAC Q. 1.2, 1.3; INTASC 5; NAEYC 2).  
R-Reflective (DM5):  Teacher candidates will be active learners and reflective practitioners, 
individually and with their colleagues (TEAC Q.1.3; INTASC 9, 10; NAEYC 5). 
T-Teaching Dispositions (DM6):  Teacher candidates will foster a caring and professional 
relationship with students that focus on acceptance and their educational needs. 
(TEAC Q.1.2, 1.3; INTASC 2-8; NAEYC 5).  
  



Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of the course the student will: 
 

Objectives How Objective is 
Taught 

How Objective is 
Assessed 

Identify aspects of personality and  
temperament, and reflect on  
how these characteristics impact your    
ability to work successfully as a teacher  
of young children;  
 

Discuss qualities of quality early 
childhood teacher. 
Discuss Dimensions of 
Temperament 
Provide example of temperament 
brochure 

Temperament Brochure 
Final Exam 

Outline and discuss historical roots and 
historical figures of early childhood  
programs and how they affect current  
practices in early childhood education;  
 

Watch videos that show different 
early childhood models 
Class discussions 

Research Paper 
Final Exam 

Describe current issues and trends in  
the field of early childhood education  
such as NCLB, parent involvement, role  
of technology, literacy skills, television  
and young children, etc. 
 

Class discussion 
Small Groups 
Video Clips 
Newspaper articles 

2 Newspaper articles 

Develop and demonstrate effective  
strategies to observe and assess the  
development of young children;  
 

Class Discussion 
Small Groups 
Lecture 

Group Reports 
Final Exam 

Select developmentally appropriate  
reading materials for young children  
and develop a lesson plan that  
integrates classroom activities  
around the book. 
 

Modeling with children’s books 
Small Groups 

Children’s Literature lesson 
plan and sharing 

 
Description of Assignments 
 

• Temperament Flyer: Design a flyer that describes your personality and temperament characteristics that 
makes you a good teacher for young children. Use the Thomas and Chess’s Dimensions of Temperament 
(figure 1:1) and the Multiple Intelligences  (figure 1:2) in your textbook to help you describe your 
preferences for activity and setting. Describe what you are good at. How might knowledge of these 
characteristics help you to relate effectively to children, parents, and colleagues?  50 pts 

 
 •    Children’s Literature Lesson Plan: Select a Children’s book that is appropriate for children between the  
  ages 5 – 8.  Write a summary of the book. Then identify 3 – 5 ways you might use this book in an early  
  childhood classroom. (eg. A math, science, social studies concept; life skill patience, honesty, kindness,  
  etc, or a reading/writing strategy – compound words, descriptive words, rhyming words, etc. Provide  
  each member of the class with a  written summary of your book (33 copies). The written lesson plan of  
  your book is worth 50 pts.  
 
 •  Group Presentation on Observations, Documentation, and Assessment: 
  Possible topics might include: 

  Challenges of assessing young children appropriately 
  Classroom Assessments 
  National and State Trends in assessing young children 
  Assessing Young Children’s Literacy Development 
 



  Methods of Observing Young Children 
  The Importance of Observation in the Early Childhood Classroom 
  Portfolios for Young Children 
  What is Observation? 
  

 •    2 Articles on Early Childhood Issues – There are many things going on in the field of Early Childhood  
  Education. During the semester, you will read two journal articles that discuss issues related to Early  
  Childhood Education. After reading your article, write a one-page summary of your article. This summary 
  should include a paragraph that describes your personal response to the article. You will discuss your  
  article with members of a small group in the class. Written Summary 30 pts, Group Discussion, 20 pts. 
 
 •    Research Paper: For your research paper, you will:  
 

  * Select an individual or program that has been instrumental in early childhood education. 
  * Talk about the specific characteristics the program or individual has contributed to Early   
   Childhood Education. 

             * Identify the time period in history of this program/individual. (Some suggestions: Fredrich   
   Wilhelm Froebel, Jean Jacques, John Dewey, Rudolf Steiner, Maria Montessori, High/Scope  
   Model, Reggio Emilia, etc.) 
         * In your paper, discuss contributions this program/individual made to the field of Early Childhood  
   Education. 
         * Analyze the impact of these contributions 
         * Describe how your understanding of this program/individual fits into or compares with  your personal  
   early childhood philosophy 
  
 You will write a 6 – 8 page research paper in APA format. The paper should be double-spaced with 12 pt font. 
Please use Times New Roman or Courier when typing your paper. You need to use three (3) outside sources. You can use 
your textbook as a fourth source. Your research paper is worth (100 pts) 
 
 Your research paper will be graded with the following criteria: 
 
  • Content--complete and accurate (40 pts) 
  
  • Effectiveness--well written, clear, informative, exploration of personal meaning when   
   appropriate (40 pts) 
 
  • Use of outside sources (10 pts) 
 
  • Mechanics--substantially free of errors in spelling, punctuation, and grammar, well organized,  
   sources cited appropriately (10 pts) 
 
 •  Group Quizzes 5@20 pts each  (100 pts) 
 
 •    Final Exam (100 pts.) 
 
Grading Scale Points are awarded for each assignment and/or presentation given in class. The  following table shows 
the points-to-grade conversion. College level work should be relatively free from errors (i.e., spelling, grammar, 
punctuation), show insightful thinking, and integrate course concepts.  
 
A = 95-100  A- = 90 - 94   B+ = 87-89    B = 83 – 86    
 
B- = 80 – 82  C+ = 77-79   C = 74 – 76  C - = 70 – 73   
 
D+ = 67 - 69   D = 64 – 66  D - = 60 – 63  F= 59 and lower  



 

Instructors Policy on Late Assignments, Missed Exams/Quizzes, and Unexcused Absences 

EXTRA CREDITS OR EXTRA ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE AWARDED in this course. 

Expectations of Students:  You are expected to participate fully in the class. This  includes:  
 • Attending regularly and arriving on time. Each student is advised to attend and regularly participate in 
class. This is a course in which the student takes much responsibility for what is learned in and outside of the 
classroom. . Also, the student is responsible for obtaining course materials used during the period of absence. 
 
 • Participating in class and group projects—listening, seriously thinking about course content, commenting and 
questioning in class, engaging in activities, supporting others and taking responsibility for your own learning;  
 
 • Completing assigned reading as it is scheduled;  
 
 • Submitting assignments on time; Papers will be collected in class on the day that they are  due. If you need more 
time, an assignment can be submitted without penalty within 5 consecutive days of the assignment due date. Assignments 
must be turned by 5:00 p.m. Papers submitted after that (without a medical excuse) will be docked 5 points a day. 
 
 • Handling concerns and complaints responsibly.  
 
         • Disruptive Behavior- DSC disruptive behavior policy states, “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to 
aggressively manage the classroom environment to ensure an effective learning climate.  Toward this end, teachers may 
dismiss and remove disruptive students  from individual class activities.  If a student’s behavior continues to disrupt class 
activities, the teacher may dismiss and remove disruptive students from their courses.” 
 
 Evaluation of Students:  
 
 Course assignments are designed to help you develop understanding of the field of early childhood education and 
skills that will help you to work effectively with young children. They let me know how effective instruction has been and 
provide a means to assess your learning.  
 
 To help you learn from each assignment I will give you feedback on all written work. Points for each assignment 
are based on how well you have met the guidelines for that assignment.  
 
 Being able to express her/himself clearly in writing is an important skill for a teacher. If you need help with your 
writing you can:  
 
 • Ask questions to make sure that you understand the assignment;  
c 
 • Get assistance from the Writing Lab;  
 
 • Submit a draft to the instructor for feedback before the assignment is due (once an assignment has been graded it 
cannot be resubmitted for a higher grade). 
 

Important Information 
Disability Statement 
  “Proper documentation of a disability is required in order to receive services or accommodations.  Any student eligible for 
and requesting reasonable academic accommodations due to a disability must provide a letter of accommodation to their professor 
from the Disability Resource Center within the first two weeks of the beginning of classes.  Please contact the Center on the main 
campus to follow through with the documentation process.  We are located in the Student Services Center Room #201, or you may 
call for an appointment and further information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) at 652-7516. 
     * Library: http://library.dixie.edu/ 
 
    * Computer Lab 



 
    * Disability Resource Center - Provides services and accommodations to students with disabilities. 
  * DSC strives to help students to define, shape and achieve educational and life goals.  It is dedicated to 
 providing personalized and excellent teaching in a learning environment where all students can become 
 passionate about their individual educational endeavors...and enhances this mission for students with 
 disabilities. 
  * It is our mission to provide education for individuals with disabilities through equal access, empowerment, 
 support, resources, advocacy, collaboration and outreach through the college campus and  community. 
 http://dixie.edu/drcenter/ 
 
    * IT Help Desk - We provide support for the following: Blackboard Vista, Dmail, wireless, software  resources for 
 students, and student laptop lease program. http://dixie.edu/helpdesk/ 
 
    * Online Writing Lab - Many writing classes utilize this site. Among other things, students can use the Online 
 Writing Lab to submit papers electronically to the Writing Center. http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 
 
    * Testing Center: Dixie State College of Utah (DSC) strives to help students to define, shape and achieve 
 educational and life goals. It is dedicated to providing personalized and excellent service in a learning 
 environment where all students can become passionate about their individual educational endeavors. 
 http://dixie.edu/testing/ 
 
    * Tutoring Center - Free and open to all students. Improve your study skills and clarify concepts and class 
 material. http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 
 
    * Writing Center - "Our mission is to help you become a better writer by approaching your assignments as a  process 
 of invention, writing, and revision." http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 
 

Important Dates to Remember 
 

Dates DSC Calendar Dates 
Aug. 22 Class begins 
Aug. 24 Last day to add without instructors permission 
Sept. 12 Pell grant census date 
Sept. 12 Last day for refund of tuition and fees 
Sept. 6 Late registration/payment fee $50 
Sept. 16 Last day to add classes with instructors permission 
Oct. 12 Midterm Grades posted 
Oct. 17 Last day to drop or audit classes 
Nov. 11 Last day for complete withdrawal from all classes 
Dec. 9 Last day of classes 

 
Date & Time of Final Exam: Dec. 13, 2011, 12:30 – 2:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COURSE OUTLINE 
This is a road map; Tentative & Subject to Slight Changes/Modifications 

 
Date Topic and Readings Assignments Due 
8/23 Orientation  
8/30 Introduction to class 

Review syllabus 
Library 
Describe an Ideal Teacher 

Read Chapter 1 

9/6 Field of Early Childhood Education and 
Care 
How have early childhood programs 
affected your life?   
Issues and trends in early childhood 
education 

Read Chapter 2 
Group Quiz – Chapters 1 and 2  

9/13 History and Educational Models 
Historical figures in early childhood   
     Education 
Educational Models 

Read Chapter 3 
Temperament Flyer Due 

9/20 Observing, Documenting and Assessing 
What is observation? 
Assessing young children 

Read Chapter 4 
Newspaper Article #1 Due 

9/27 Child Development 
Theories of Development 
Inherited characteristics 

Read Chapter 5 
Group Quiz – Chapters 3 & 5 

10/4 Relationships and Guidance 
Goals for Guidance 
Communication Strategies 
Dealing with difficult behaviors 

Read Chapter 6 
Newspaper Article #2 Due 

10/11 Group Presentations on Observation, 
Documenting, and Assessment 

Group Presentations 
(This will be your midterm) 

10/18 Health, Safety, and Well-Being 
Safe Places 
Supporting children during times of crisis 
Creating a Learning Environment 
Classroom Routines 

Read Chapter 7 & 8 
Research Paper Due 

10/25 Understanding and supporting play 
Stages of play 
Role of play in development 
Issues in play 

Read Chapter 9 
Group Quiz – Chapters 7 & 8 

11/1 Curriculum 
What is curriculum? 
Common Core 

Read Chapter 10 

11/8 Curriculum Planning 
Organizing curriculum 
Kinds of planning 

Read Chapter 11 
Group Quiz – Chapters 10 & 11 



11/15 Inclusion of Children with Disabilities 
Characteristics and strategies for 
working with young children 

Read Chapter 12 

11/22 Thanksgiving No Class 
11/29 Working with Families 

How does culture influence child rearing 
Including families in the Early Childhood 
Program 

Read Chapter 13 
Children’s Literature Lesson Plan 

12/6 Becoming an Early Childhood Professional 
Review for Final Exam 

Read Chapter 14 
Group Quiz – Chapters 12 & 13 

12/13 Final Exam 12:30 – 2:30 Room 119 
 

  
 
 
 


