
Dixie State College of Utah 

Education Department  

ElEd 3150 Syllabus, Spring 2012 

 
Course: Principles of Early Childhood Education       ElEd 3150/2 hours  

Meeting Days and Time: Wednesday, 8:00 - 9:40 a.m.  Rm 119 

Instructor: Dr. Buckner        Email Address: buckner@dixie.edu 

Office Location: 127 EdFam        Office Phone: 879-4252 

Office Hours: T: 12:00 - 2:30; W: TR: 10:00 - 12:00; F: 12:00 - 2:00 or by appointment 
 

 

DSC Education Department Program Standards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Standards:  D.E.S.E.R.T. (DM) http://new.dixie.edu/education/program_philosophy.php 

INTASC Standards: http://www.ccsso.org/intascst.html 

Teacher Accreditation Education Council (TEAC) http://www.teac.org/accreditation/goals/index.asp\ 

      NAEYC STANDARDS: http://www.naeyc.org/faculty/college.asp 

 
Prerequisites: Acceptance into the DSC Elementary Education Program 

 

Required Textbook: Who Am I in the Lives of Children? An Introduction to Early Childhood Education 8
th
  Edition. 

Stephanie Feeney.  Pearson, 2009 

 

Semester Calendar: http://www.dixie.edu/reg/fall2009.html 

 
Course Description:  

 This course is designed for teacher candidates in the Elementary Education Program. It focuses on historical and 

philosophical foundations and current issues in early childhood education. Effective teaching techniques and approaches to early 

childhood curricula emphasizing developmentally appropriate practices, constructivism, and integrated, child-centered curriculum will 

be explored.  

 

 The purpose of the early childhood course sequence is to support the growth of competent, nurturing, and self-directed teachers 

of young children. Students will learn: some history and field of early childhood education and care; to observe and assess children; to 

relate to children and adults (teachers and family members) in early childhood settings; to organize learning environments for young 

children; and to plan learning experiences that contribute to children’s development, especially in the areas of language and literacy. 

 

 

 

D-Diversity (DM1):  Teacher candidates understand that diversity differences (i.e., race, gender, 

ethnicity, culture, exceptionalities, individual differences, etc.) affect learning and, know how to 

provide educational opportunities that meet the needs of all students (TEAC Q.1.2, Q. 1.3; 

INTASC 2, 3, 4, 9: NAEYC 2). 

E-Effective Pedagogy (DM2):  Teacher candidates can create effective instruction and 

meaningful assessments for all students based on required subject matter knowledge, state content 

standards, curriculum goals, and use of technology (TEAC Q.1.2; INTASC 4, 6, 7: NAEYC 3, 4). 

S-Subject Matter (DM3):  Teacher candidates have a strong knowledge of the subject matter 

they will teach and can facilitate the acquisition of that knowledge in their students (TEAC Q.1.1; 

INTASC 1; NAEYC 3, 4). 

E-Environment (DM4):  Teacher candidates can create physically and emotionally safe 

classroom environments that encourage active learning, self-motivation, and cooperative 

interaction among students (TEAC Q. 1.2, 1.3; INTASC 5; NAEYC 2).  

R-Reflective (DM5):  Teacher candidates will be active learners and reflective practitioners, 

individually and with their colleagues (TEAC Q.1.3; INTASC 9, 10; NAEYC 5). 

T-Teaching Dispositions (DM6):  Teacher candidates will foster a caring and professional 

relationship with students that focus on acceptance and their educational needs. 

(TEAC Q.1.2, 1.3; INTASC 2-8; NAEYC 5).  

  

http://new.dixie.edu/education/program_philosophy.php
http://www.ccsso.org/intascst.html
http://www.teac.org/accreditation/goals/index.asp/
http://www.naeyc.org/faculty/college.asp
http://www.dixie.edu/reg/spring2009.html


Course Objectives: 
 

Course Objective Method of Instruction Assessment 
• Identify aspects of personality and 

temperament and reflect on how these 

characteristics impact your ability to work 

successfully as a teacher of young children 

Class Discussion 
Hands-on activities 

   Temperament Flyer 

   Quiz #1 

• Identify values (personal and 

professional), and learn how to identify 

“right” actions as indicated by the ethical 

code of early childhood education 

Class Discussion 
Small group work 

  Temperament Flyer 

  Quiz #1 

• Outline and discuss historical roots and 

historical figures of early childhood 

programs and how they affect current 

practices in early childhood education 

Videos 
Cooperative Learning Structures 
Whole Group Discussions 

  Research Paper 

  Final Exam 

• Describe current issues and trends in the 

field of early childhood education such as 

NCLB, parent involvement, role of 

technology, literacy skills, television and 

young children, etc.  

Small Group Work/Presentations 
Class Discussion 

Article on Early Childhood Issues 

Quiz #2 

• Develop and demonstrate effective 

strategies to observe and assess the 

development of young children 

Hands-on activities 
Class Discussion 
Cooperative Learning Structures 

Quiz #2 

List key elements needed to create a safe 

Learning environment for young children. 
 Quiz #3 

• Select developmentally appropriate 

reading materials for young children and 

develop a lesson plan that integrates 

classroom activities around the book. 

Demonstration 
Scaffolding 
Class Discussion 
 

Literacy Lesson Plan & Web 

Quiz #4 

 

Important Semester Information 
Semester Calendar: http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201220 

Important Dates to Remember 

 

Dates DSC Calendar Dates 

Jan. 9 Class begins 

Jan. 11 Last day to add without instructors permission 

Jan. 31 Pell grant census date 

Jan. 31 Last day for refund of tuition and fees 

Jan. 24 Late registration/payment fee $50 

Feb. 3 Last day to add classes with instructors permission 

Feb. 27 Midterm Grades posted 

May 2 Last day to drop or audit classes 

April 6 Last day for complete withdrawal from all classes 

April 26 Last day of classes 

    

Grading Scale:  Points are awarded for each assignment and/or presentation given in class. The following table shows the 

points-to-grade conversion. College level work should be relatively free from errors (i.e.,  spelling, grammar, punctuation), 

show insightful thinking, and integrate course concepts.  

 
A = 95-100  A- = 90 - 94   B+ = 87-89    B = 83 – 86   B- = 80 - 82 

 

C+ = 77-79   C = 74 – 76  C - = 70 – 73  D+ = 67 - 69   D = 64 - 66 

 

D - = 60 – 63  F= 59 and lower  

Description of Assignments 

http://new.dixie.edu/reg/?page=calendar&sid=201220


 

 Temperament Flyer: Design a flyer that describes your personality and temperament characteristics that 

makes you a good teacher for young children. Use the Thomas and Chess’s Dimensions of Temperament 

(figure 1:1) and the Multiple Intelligences (figure 1:2) in your textbook to help you describe your preferences 

for activity and setting. Describe what you are good at. How might knowledge of these characteristics help 

you to relate effectively to children, parents, and colleagues?  25 pts 

 

 •    1 Article on Early Childhood Issues – There are many things going on in the field of Early Childhood    

                  Education. During the semester, you will read one journal articles that discuss issues related to Early  

     Childhood Education. After reading your article, write a one-page summary of your article. This summary  

     should include a paragraph that describes your personal response to the article. You will discuss your article     

     with members of a small group in the class. Written Summary 30 pts, Group Discussion, 20 pts. 

 

 •    Children’s Literature Lesson Plan: Select a Children’s book that is appropriate for children between the  

       ages 5 – 8.  Using the graphic organizer in your syllabus, identify 6 - 8 ways you might use this book in an  

       early childhood classroom. (. A math, science, social studies concept, life skill patience, honesty, kindness,  

       etc, a reading/writing strategy – compound words, descriptive words, rhyming words, etc. Provide each   

       member of the class with your lesson plan and your unit web. (25 copies). The written lesson plan of your    

       book is worth.                                                                                                                                               50 pts.  

 

 •    Children’s Literature Lesson Plan Sharing:  The other half of this assignment is to present your lesson 

        plan to the class.  Sign up for a date to do your presentation. For this presentation you will have 5 to 7     

                   minutes. Teach your lesson to your group. Your presentation is worth 50 pts 

 

  •    Research Paper: For your research paper, you will:                                                                     (100 pts) 
  * Select an individual or program that has been instrumental in early childhood education. (Some suggestions:  

   Fredrich Wilhelm Froebel, Jean Jacques, John Dewey, Rudolf Steiner, Maria Montessori, High/Scope  

   Model, Reggio Emilia, etc.) 

 

  * Talk about the specific characteristics the program or individual has contributed to Early Childhood Education. 

 

              * Analyze the impact of these contributions 

 

         * Describe how this program/individual supports your personal early childhood philosophy of how young children  

   should be taught.  Use excerpts from your text and three other reliable resources to support your beliefs and 

   statements made in your paper. 

  

  * You will write a 6 – 8 page research paper in APA format. The paper should be double- spaced with 12 pt font.  

   Please use Times New Roman or Courier when typing your paper.  

     

  * Your research paper will be graded with the following criteria: 

 

          • Content--complete and accurate (60 pts):  This is your opportunity to dazzle me with everything you know  

      about this individual/curriculum model, developmentally Appropriate Practices, etc. and how it supports your  

      beliefs of how young children can be taught effectively. 

  

   • Effectiveness (20 pts):  well-written, clear, informative, exploration of personal meaning when   

   appropriate  

     • Use of outside sources (10 pts) 

     • Writing ability--substantially free of errors in spelling, punctuation, and grammar, well   

     organized, sources cited appropriately (10 pts) 

 

 •   Quizzes: (4 @ 25 pts each = 100 points 

 

 •    Final Exam (100 pts.) 

  

 *  425 Total Points 

Course Outline 



This is a road map; Tentative & Subject to Slight Changes/Modifications 

Date Class Assignments Due 

11 Jan. ELEd Program Orientation   

18 Jan Library Orientation 

Introduction to class 

     Review syllabus  

     Importance and value of a teacher 

Read Ch. 1 

25 Jan Dr. Goldhardt will be teaching  

1 Feb. Field of Early Childhood Education  (pgs.45 

– 53) 

History and Educational Models 

   Maria Montessori 

   Reggio Emillia 

Read Ch. 2 

Read Ch. 3 

Temperament Flyer Due     /25  

8 Feb. Observing, Documenting & Assessing 

     Recording observations  

     Sharing assessment information 

     Standardized assessment  

Quiz #1 chs. 1 - 3          /25       

                 

Read Ch. 4 

15 Feb. Child Development   

     Principles of Child Development 

     Theories of Development 

     Understanding School-age Children’s 

Development 

Read Ch. 5 

 

Research Paper Due        /100  

22 Feb. Relationships and Guidance   

     What is guidance? 

     Differences in families and children 

     Communication Strategies 

     Working with whole class, small 

groups, individuals 

Quiz #2 ch. 4 - 6          /25 

 

Read Ch 6 

29 Feb. Health, Safety and Well-being  

     Creating safe places for children 

     Helping children learn to be healthy 

Article Reflection & Presentation 

                                /50 

Read Ch. 7 

7 Mar. The Learning Environment  

     Different kinds of classrooms 

     Classroom routines 

Readings: Chap. 8, pgs 244 – 258; 271 - 279 

Quiz #3 ch. 7 - 8          /25 

 

Read Ch. 8 

14 Mar. Spring Break “Relax and do something nice 
For yourself!” 

21 Mar. Understanding and Supporting Play 

     Characteristics of Play 

     Role of Play in Development 

Read Ch. 9 

28 Mar. The Curriculum   

     Creative Arts Curriculum  

     Communication Curriculum 

     Inquiry Curriculum 

Read Ch. 10 

4 Apr. Curriculum Planning   

    Planning Considerations 

    Organizing Curriculum 

Quiz #4:  ch 10 - 11       /25 

Read Ch 11 

11 Apr. Sharing Literature mini-units Literacy Plans and Webs Due 

                               /100  

18 Apr. Helping Children with Special Needs/ 

Working with Families 

Read Ch. 12/13 

25 Apr. Last Day of Class: Becoming a Teacher 

Review for Final Exam 

Read Ch. 14 

2 May Final Exam  Wednesday, May 2, 2012, 8:00 - 10:00 a.m. Room 119 

Important Information 
* Library: http://library.dixie.edu/ 

http://library.dixie.edu/


 

* Computer Lab 

 

* Disability Resource Center - Provides services and accommodations to students with disabilities. 

  * DSC strives to help students to define, shape and achieve educational and life goals.  It is dedicated to 

 providing personalized and excellent teaching in a learning environment where all students can become 

 passionate about their individual educational endeavors...and enhances this mission for students with 

 disabilities. 

  * It is our mission to provide education for individuals with disabilities through equal access, 

 empowerment, support, resources, advocacy, collaboration and outreach through the college campus and 

 community. http://dixie.edu/drcenter/ 

 
• Disruptive Behavior- DSC disruptive behavior policy states, “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to 

 aggressively manage the classroom environment to ensure an effective learning climate.  Toward this end, 

 teachers may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities.  If a student’s behavior 

 continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and remove disruptive students from their 

 courses.” 

 

 • Academic Honesty – As stated in the DSC Student Handbook; “Academic dishonesty in any form will not be 

  tolerated at Dixie State College (Academic Discipline Policy, 3.34)” including cheating, and plagiarism.  These 

  acts of academic dishonesty are strictly prohibited. 

• DMAIL: Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail email account. This information includes 

 your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of dropped classes, reminders of important dates 

 and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All DSC students are 

 automatically assigned a Dmail email account. If you don't know your user name and password, go to 

 www.dixie.edu and select “Dmail,” for complete instructions. You will be held responsible for information sent to 

 your Dmail email, so please check it often. 

* IT Help Desk - We provide support for the following: Blackboard Vista, Dmail, wireless, software 

 resources for students, and student laptop lease program. http://dixie.edu/helpdesk/ 

 

    * Online Writing Lab - Many writing classes utilize this site. Among other things, students can use the 

Online  Writing Lab to submit papers electronically to the Writing Center. http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/ 

 

    * Testing Center: Dixie State College of Utah (DSC) strives to help students to define, shape and achieve 

 educational and life goals. It is dedicated to providing personalized and excellent service in a learning 

 environment where all students can become passionate about their individual educational endeavors. 

 The testing center will be moving to the North Plaza building http://dixie.edu/testing/ 

 

    * Tutoring Center - Free and open to all students. Improve your study skills and clarify concepts and class 

 material. http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/ 

 

    * Writing Center - "Our mission is to help you become a better writer by approaching your assignments as a 

 process of invention, writing, and revision." http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php 

Expectations of You, the students:  You are expected to participate fully in the class. This includes: 

• Attending regularly and arriving on time. Each student is advised to attend and regularly participate in class. 

 This is a course in which the student takes much responsibility for what is learned in and outside of the 

 classroom. . Also, the student is responsible for obtaining course materials used during the period of absences. 
• Participating in class and group projects—listening, seriously thinking about course content, commenting and 

 questioning in class, engaging in activities, supporting others and taking responsibility for your own learning;  

http://dixie.edu/drcenter/
http://dixie.edu/helpdesk/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/owl/
http://dixie.edu/testing/
http://dsc.dixie.edu/tutoring/
http://dixie.edu/english/dsc_writing_center.php


 

• Use of computers, IPads, and other electronics.  You are welcome to use computers to record notes, etc. in my 

 class.  Please don’t use them to complete assignments for other classes, check e-mail, shop, etc.  It is distracting 

 for you, other students, and even the instructor.  I will ask you to stop using your electronic equipment. 

 

• Completing assigned reading as it is scheduled.  

 

• Submitting assignments on time. Papers will be collected in class on the day that they are due. If you need more  time, an 

 assignment can be submitted without penalty within 5 consecutive days of the assignment due date. Assignments 

 must be turned by 5:00 p.m. Papers submitted after that (without a medical excuse) will be docked 5 points a day. 

 

• Handling concerns and complaints responsibly. 

 

 


