
Dixie State University 
Department of Education 

Syllabus 
 

Course Title: Principles of Early Childhood Education       
Course Number: ElEd 3150 
Meeting Days /Time Place: Monday, 12:00 – 1:40/ Room 144 NIB      
Course Credit Hours: 2           
Instructor: Dr. Cari Buckner, Associate Professor        
CRN:  23102                                                                                    
Email Address: buckner@dixie.edu        
Semester/Year: Spring 2014 
Office Phone:  435-879-4252        
Office Hours:  M: 11:00 – 12:00; 1:40 – 3:00; T: 10:00 – 1:00;  Th: 11:00 – 1:00    
Office Location:  112 NIB 
 
DSU Department of Education Program Standards 
 

 

                                                   Mission Statement 
The main focus of our Education Department is the development of competent, caring, and qualified 
educators by ensuring that candidates demonstrate professional abilities in academic and pedagogical 
knowledge and the skills and dispositions of reflective practitioners. In order to develop these qualities, our 
degrees and programs include: (a) a competitive selection process to identify highly-qualified candidates; 
(b) academic rigor through curriculum and assessments; (c) technology tools to enhance teacher work and 
student learning; and (d) multiple practicum and student teaching experiences in the local school district 
monitored by experienced teachers and college supervisors. 
 
The D.E.S.E.R.T model outcomes are listed below and incorporate national standards (InTASC, TEAC, 
CAEP), Utah Education Teaching Standards (UETS), and Dixie State University core themes of a culture of 
learning; a culture of values; and a culture of community. 

D.E.S.E.R.T. Model – Program Outcomes 
 
Teacher Candidates: 
 
D-Diversity (DM1) 
Understand diversity differences, uses culturally responsive curricula, and supports development of English proficiency to meet the 
needs of all learners. 
 
E-Effective Pedagogy (DM2) 
Create effective and appropriate instruction, uses technology to support and extend learning, and implements multiple assessments to 
measure learner knowledge and skills. 
 
S-Subject Matter (DM3) 
Demonstrate confidence, subject matter knowledge, uses instructional strategies to engage students in inquiry thinking, and pursues 
learning to advance professional practice. 
  
E-Environment (DM4) 
Use classroom management strategies to create physically and emotionally safe environments and encourage cooperative interaction 
among students. 
 
R-Reflective (DM5) 
Seeks learning experiences as sources of reflection and uses data to reflect and adapt planning and practice.  
 
T-Teaching Dispositions (DM6) 
Demonstrate professional teaching dispositions which include; (a) professional relationships and appearance; (b) participation in 
learning communities; and (c) legal, moral, and ethical conduct with a focus on acceptance and attention to student’s educational needs. 

 
Teacher Accreditation Education Council (TEAC) http://www.teac.org/accreditation/goals/index.asp\ 



Utah Effective Teaching Standards http://www.schools.utah.gov/cert/DOCS/Educator-Effectivenss-Project/Teacher-and-Leader-
Standards/TS_Full_Document-9-4-11.aspx 
Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) http://www.caepsite.org/standards.html  
Interstate Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (InTASC) 
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Publications/InTASC_Model_Core_Teaching_Standards_A_Resource_for_State_Dialogue_%28
April_2011%29.html 

 
Course Description: This course is designed for teacher candidates in the Elementary Education Program. It focuses on historical 
and philosophical foundations and current issues in early childhood education. Effective teaching techniques and approaches to early 
childhood curricula emphasizing developmentally appropriate practices, constructivism, and integrated, child-centered curriculum will 
be explored.  
 
      The purpose of the early childhood course sequence is to support the growth of competent, nurturing, and self-directed teachers of 
young children. Students will learn: some history and field of early childhood education and care; to observe and assess children; to 
relate to children and adults (teachers and family members) in early childhood settings; to organize learning environments for young 
children; and to plan learning experiences that contribute to children’s development, especially in the areas of language and literacy. 
 
Course Objectives and Outcomes: 
 
 

Course Objective Method of Instruction Assessment 
• Identify aspects of personality 

and temperament and reflect on 

how these characteristics impact 

your ability to work successfully as 

a teacher of young children 

Class Discussion 

Hands-on activities 
   Temperament Flyer 

   Quiz #1 

• Identify values (personal and 

professional), and learn how to 

identify “right” actions as 

indicated by the ethical code of 

early childhood education 

Class Discussion 

Small group work 
  Temperament Flyer 

  Quiz #1 

• Outline and discuss historical 

roots and historical figures of early 

childhood programs and how they 

affect current practices in early 

childhood education 

Videos 

Cooperative Learning Structures 

Whole Group Discussions 

Final Exam 

Instructional Strategies 

• Describe current issues and 

trends in the field of early 

childhood education such as 

NCLB, parent involvement, role of 

technology, literacy skills, 

television and young children, etc.  

Small Group Work/Presentations 

Class Discussion 
Article on Early Childhood 

Issues 

Quiz #2 

• Develop and demonstrate 

effective strategies to observe and 

assess the development of young 

children 

Hands-on activities 

Class Discussion 

Cooperative Learning Structures 

Quiz #2 

List key elements needed to create 

a safe learning environment for 

young children. 

 Quiz #3 

Guidance Lesson Plan 

Environment Observation 
• Select developmentally 

appropriate reading materials for 

young children and develop a 

lesson plan that integrates 

Demonstration 

Scaffolding 

Class Discussion 
 

Mini-unit web and lesson 

plan 

Quiz #4 



classroom activities around the 

book. 

 
Date & Time of Final Exam: Monday, April 28th 2014;  1:00 – 3:00 
Course Prerequisites:  Acceptance into the DSC Elementary Education Program 
 

Course Materials/Textbooks: Early Childhood Education: Learning Together, Virginia Casper & Rachel      
        Theilheimer McGraw-Hill, 2010 
 

Description of Assignments 
• Temperament Flyer: Design a flyer that describes your personality and temperament characteristics that makes you a good 
 teacher for young children. Describe what you are good at. How might knowledge of these characteristics help you to relate 
 effectively to children, parents, and colleagues?  25 pts 
 
• Guidance/Self-Regulation Lesson Plan (25pts): Write a lesson plan showing how you would teach children about a specific 
skill such as: 

•   • Sharing     • Taking turns 
•   • Keeping hands to yourself   • Saying nice things  
•   • Working together    • Playing safely 
•  

 • Article on Early Childhood Issues – There are many things going on in the field of Early Childhood Education. During the 
 semester, you will read one journal articles that discuss issues related to Early Childhood Education. After reading your 
 article, write a one-page summary of your article. This summary should include a paragraph that describes  your personal 
 response to the article. You will discuss your article with members of a small group in the class. Written Summary 30 pts, 
 Group Discussion, 20 pts. 
 
• Classroom Instructional Strategies Observation: The purpose of this assignment is not to evaluate your mentor teacher.  The 
 purpose of this assignment is to help you focus on a variety of instructional strategies that teachers use in their teaching.  
 Objectives:  
       * The learner will observe and describe instructional strategies that are used in his/her practicum classroom assignment. 
  * The learner will reflect on instructional strategies observed and offer personal opinion of which instructional strategies   
      were effective and why. 
  * The learner will apply the knowledge gained through this observation to his/her own current and future teaching situation. 
 Assessment:  The learner will be evaluated on the clear, descriptive responses to the questions on the Classroom Instructional  
       Strategies Observation.  
       • Responses describe specific instructional strategies observed. 
       • Instructional strategies are identified 
                    • Provides descriptions of how children in class respond to the instructional strategies 
                    • Describes how and why you may or may not apply the instructional strategies observed in your own teaching.     50 pts 
 
• Early Childhood Classroom Environment Observation:  The purpose of this assignment is help you focus on the elements 
 necessary to create a developmentally appropriate and stimulating learning environment for young children. The environment 
 of the classroom communicates to students what is expected of them. Independence and a joy of learning is what should be 
 conveyed. 
  Objectives: 
      * The learner will demonstrate knowledge of elements needed to create a developmentally appropriate early childhood    
     classroom. 
 Assessment:  The learner will be evaluated on the clear, descriptive responses to the questions on the Early Childhood  
      Classroom Environment Observation.  
       • Responses provide rich description of the classroom environment observed. 
       • Able to discuss if classroom environment is developmentally appropriate. 
       • Provides descriptions of how children in class respond to the classroom environment. 
       • Describes how and why you may or may not apply the observed in your own teaching   50 pts 
 
•    Children’s Literature Web:  Select a Children’s book that is appropriate for children between the ages 5 – 8.  Using the graphic 
organizer in your syllabus, identify 6 - 8 ways you might use this book in an early childhood classroom. (. A math, science, social 
studies concept, life skill patience, honesty, kindness, etc, a reading/writing strategy – compound words, descriptive words, rhyming 



words, etc. Provide each member of the class with a copy of your guidance lesson plan and your unit web. (30 copies). The written 
lesson plan is worth 25 pts 
 
•    Children’s Literature Web Sharing :  The other half of this assignment is to present your web to the class.   For this presentation 
you will have 4 - 6 minutes. Your presentation is worth 25 pts 
•  Quizzes: (4 @ 25 pts each = 100 points 
 
•    Final Exam (100 pts.) 
  
*  450 Total Points 
 
Grading Scale: 
 

A    = 95-100 B   = 84-86 C   = 74-76 D  = 64-66 

A-  = 90-94 B-  = 80-83 C-  = 70-73 D- = 60-63 

B+  = 87-89 C+ = 77-79 D+ = 65-69 F  = Below 60 

 
Spring 2014 Important Semester Calendar Dates:  
Jan 6 Classwork Starts 
Jan 9 Last Day to Waitlist 
Jan 10 Last Day to Add Without Signature 
Jan 15 Drop/Audit Fee Begins ($10 per class) 
Jan 15 Residency Application Deadline 
Jan 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Jan 21 $50 Late Registration/Payment Fee 
Jan 27 Pell Grant Census 
Jan 27 Last Day for Refund 
Jan 27 Last Day to drop without receiving a "W" grade 
Jan 29 Courses dropped for non-payment 
Jan 31 Last Day to Add/Audit 
Jan 31 Associate's degree Graduation Deadline - Spring 2014 
Feb 17 President's Day 
Feb 24 Mid-Term Grades Due 
Feb 28 Last Day to Drop Individual Class 
Feb 28 Bachelor's degree Graduation Deadline - Summer 2014 
Mar 10-14 Spring Break 
Mar 17 Fall 2014 Class schedule available online 
Mar 17 Summer Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 
Mar 18 Summer Registration open to Juniors (60+ credits) 
Mar 19 Summer Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 
Mar 20 Summer Registration open to all students 
Mar 28 Last Day for Complete Withdrawal 
Apr 1 Bachelor's degree Graduation Deadline - Fall 2014 
Apr 7 Fall Registration open to Seniors (90+ credits) 
Apr 9 Fall Registration open to Sophomores (30+ credits) 
Apr 10 Fall Registration open to all students 
Apr 23 Classwork Ends 
Apr 24 Reading Day 



Apr 25 Final Exams 
Apr 28-30, May 1 Final Exams 
Academic Honesty:  As stated in the DSC Student Handbook; “Academic dishonesty in any form will not be 
tolerated at Dixie State College (Academic Discipline Policy, 3.34)” including cheating, and plagiarism.  These 
acts of academic dishonesty are strictly prohibited. 
 
Disability Statement:  Students with medical, psychological, learning or other disabilities desiring reasonable 
academic adjustment, accommodations, or auxiliary aids to be successful in this class will need to contact the 
DISABILITY RESOURCE CENTER Coordinator for eligibility determination. Proper documentation of 
impairment is required in order to receive services or accommodations. DRC is located at the North Plaza 
Building. Visit or call 652-7516 to schedule an appointment to discuss the process. DRC Coordinator 
determines eligibility for and authorizes the provision of services. Contact information: Phone:(435) 652-7516, 
Email:  drc@dixie.edu, Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm Website: 
http://www.dixie.edu/drcenter/  
 

Tutoring/Writing 
Center 

Health and Wellness 
Center 

Testing Center Computer Center Library 

Tutoring services are 
provided for all 
registered DSC 
students and is 
available for all 
subjects.  Located at 
the Jeffery R. Holland 
Centennial Commons 
Building. Room 
431.www.dixie.edu/tut
oring  

Location: Next to the 
campus at 34 North 600 
East 
Hours: 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM Monday through 
Friday — closed 
Saturday and Sunday 
For appointments call 
435-652-7756 
http://www.dixie.edu/w
ellness/ 

The hours are posted 
online at 
http://dixie.edu/testing  
Location: North-East of 
North Plaza Bldg.  
Classroom Testing 
Center - Information / 
Main Line 
Phone: 435-652-7696  
Email: 
testcenter@dixie.edu  
 

The Smith Computer 
Center is available for 
students who need 
technology services to 
complete homework 
assignments and 
research for any course 
on campus.  Check at 
the facility for time 
schedule.  
Location: Avenna 
Center 

Dixie State College 
Library at the Jeffrey R. 
Holland Centennial 
Commons can be 
accessed online at 
www.dixie.edu Contact 
education liaison, Ms. 
Linda Jones 
(ljones@dixie.edu) for 
assistance. 
 

 
D-MAIL : Important class and college information will be sent to your Dmail account. This information 
includes your DSC bill, financial aid/scholarship notices, and notification of dropped classes, reminders of 
important dates and events, and other information critical to your success in this class and at DSC. All DSC 
students are automatically assigned an e-mail account. Your Banner ID username and password are the same for 
your Dmail account. You will be held responsible for information sent to your Dmail, so please check it often. 

Instructure Canvas: If anyone has forgotten their login information or your course is not displaying, please 
contact the Helpdesk and/or the website http://www.dixie.edu/helpdesk/.  The Helpdesk is located in the Smith 
Computer Centers main computer lab. Online tutorials for CANVAS can be found at 
http://guides.instructure.com/.  

Class Expectations:  
 
Disruptive Behavior: DSC disruptive behavior policy states, “Teachers at Dixie State College have the right to 
aggressively manage the classroom environment to ensure an effective learning climate.  Toward this end, 
teachers may dismiss and remove disruptive students from individual class activities.  If a student’s behavior 
continues to disrupt class activities, the teacher may dismiss and remove disruptive students from their courses.” 
 
Policy on Late Assignments and Absences Related to College Functions: 
 
      All assignments turned in on the date due will receive 2 extra credit points.  Assignments turned in more 
than a week late from due date will receive a 0 on the assignment. 
 
      



 
Course Outline 

This is a road map; Tentative & Subject to Slight Changes/Modifications 

Date Class Assignments Due 
6 January Introduction to class 

    Review syllabus  

Importance and value of a teacher  

 Library Orientation 

 

13 January Working with Children 
Children and the Worlds They Inhibited 

Read Chapter 1 

Read Ch. 2 

20 January Martin Luther King Day 

 

 

27 January Children Learning About the World through 

Relationships 

     Self-Regulation            What is Guidance 

     Differences in families and children 

     Communication Strategies 

Read Ch. 3 

Temperament Flyer           /25 

3 February Children Understanding the World through Play 

     Characteristics of Play 

     Role of Play in Development 

Quiz #1 chs. 1 - 3          /25      

                 

Read Ch. 4 

10 February Theories of Early Childhood 

Early Childhood Perspectives: Then and Now; Near 

and 

    Far 

 

Read Ch 5 

Environment Observation Paper 

                               /50 

Read ch. 6 

 

17 February President’s DayPresident’s DayPresident’s DayPresident’s Day  

24 February Child Development and Culture 

 

Quiz #2 chapters 4 – 6 

(Midterm)                               /25 

Read ch. 7 

3 March Domains of Development 

Unit Web 
Read Ch. 8 

Instructional Strategies Obs. 

                                /50 

  

10 March Spring Break 

 

 

17 March Share Webs/Lesson Plans Guidance/Self-Regulation     

   lesson plan                /25 

Webs Due 

                               /50 

24 March Observation: The Roots of Practice Read ch. 9 

Qu#3 ch. 7 - 8          /25 

31 March Early Childhood Assessment    

Preschoolers and KindergartenersPreschoolers and KindergartenersPreschoolers and KindergartenersPreschoolers and Kindergarteners 
Read Ch 10/12 

 

7 April First, Second, and Third GradersFirst, Second, and Third GradersFirst, Second, and Third GradersFirst, Second, and Third Graders  Read Ch. 13 

14 April Partnering with Twenty-first Century Families Policy 

Issues and Early Childhood Practice 

Article Reflection/Present       /50 

Read chs 14 & 15 

21 April Last Day of Class Quiz #4:  ch. 9 - 12       /25 



Review for Final Exam 

28 April Final Exam   1:00 – 3:00 Room 144 NIB 

 
 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Classroom Instructional Strategies Observation 

 
 Write a 1 - 2 page paper incorporating your responses to the observation questions below.  Your paper 
should: 
. 
      1. clearly describe specific instructional strategies observed. 
      2. provide descriptions of how children in the class respond to the instructional strategies 
      3. describe how and why you may or may not apply the instructional strategies observed in your own 
 teaching.  
      4. be typewritten, double-spaced, using 12 pt Times New Roman font, words spelled correctly and make   
           sense 
  
* Describe how your mentor teacher opens class. What tone does this set for the class?  
 
 
 
 
* Describe Instructional Strategies you observe being used in your practicum classroom. These might   
 include: read aloud, think aloud, direct instruction, inquiry, cooperative learning structures,  
 small group instruction, whole class instruction, lecture, role-playing, hands-on instruction,  
 scripted lesson plans, power point presentations, etc. 
 
 
 
 
* Provide a rich description of how the children respond to the instructional strategies you observe. Are  they 
engaged?   
 
 
 
 
* How has the teacher prepared for this learning occasion? What tools are used, towards what end, and  does 
the teacher apply them effectively? (Tools include humor, visuals, small group work, writing exercises, guided 
class discussion, quizzes, clear lecture, blackboard listings as a focal point, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
* Describe why or why not you would incorporate one or two of the instructional strategies you have observed.  
You might include arguments such as: How are they beneficial or unbeneficial for children?  Is this 
instructional method developmentally appropriate?  Does this instructional method invite young children to 
explore and/or manipulate their own learning? 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Early Childhood Classroom Environment Observation 

 Write a 1 - 2 page paper incorporating your responses to the observation questions below.  Your paper 
should: 
 
 1.  provide a rich description of the classroom environment observed. 
 2.  discuss if classroom environment is developmentally appropriate. 
 3.  provide descriptions of how children in class respond to the classroom environment. 
 4.  describe how and why you may or may not apply the observed in your own teaching. 
 5.  be typewritten, double-spaced, using 12 pt Times New Roman font, words spelled correctly   
 and make sense. 
 
• Describe how the classroom is arranged. (Is the classroom arranged so that students can move easily  around 
the classroom? 
 
 
 
 
• Does the classroom have: a place for the whole place for the class to work; a place for students to work 
 independently; a place for teacher-directed small group work? 
 
 
 
 
• Is the classroom a safe place to be?  Look at things like sinks, shelves, carpet, rugs, tiled flooring, and 
 electrical outlets. You might also want to be aware of the windows and doors. Think about what 
 you might need to do to keep the children safe and secure if there was a danger outside the 
 classroom. 
 
 
 
 
• Describe what colors are used to decorate the classroom?  What decorations, poster, charts, etc. are 
 displayed?  
 
 
 
 
• Is this classroom child-centered or is it teacher directed?  Does the child have choices or are the choices 
 made and directed by the teacher? 
 
 
 
 
 
• How do you feel when you are in the classroom?  How do you think the children feel in this classroom? 



 
 


